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Abstract: 
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Introduction 

This chapter introduces Far Eastern University as a 
campus and as a major factor in changing the urban 
fabric of its vicinity throughout the years.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History 

Far Eastern University (FEU) in the University Belt 
area, West Sampaloc, City of Manila, is a 
nonsectarian, private research university in the 
Philippines. Created by the merger of Far Eastern 
College and the Institute of Accountancy (now 
Institute of Accounts, Business and Finance), FEU 
became a university in 1934 under the guidance of 
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the Far Eastern University Campus and its imminent effect on its vicinity. The forecast period is up to 40 years. 

Also, the researchers’ tries to tap sound campus planning principles and town-gown planning as a theoretical 

framework of which the whole study will rest upon. Empirical research is done to see evidence

the development forecast. A masterplan and visualization were done as outputs of the study. 
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This chapter introduces Far Eastern University as a 
campus and as a major factor in changing the urban 
fabric of its vicinity throughout the years. 

Far Eastern University (FEU) in the University Belt 
area, West Sampaloc, City of Manila, is a 
nonsectarian, private research university in the 
Philippines. Created by the merger of Far Eastern 

untancy (now 
Institute of Accounts, Business and Finance), FEU 
became a university in 1934 under the guidance of 

first president Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes, Sr. It has been 
noted as the leading proprietary university in the 
Philippines. FEU's campus is noted for
historical buildings preserved from the first half of 
the 20th century. (feu.edu.ph) 

of Accountancy) by Dr. Francisco T. Dalupan Sr. 

      

Figure 2: The National Artist for 

Architecture Pablo S. Antonio, designed 

the Ensembles of Art Deco buildings in 

FEU. (Source: prabook.com) 
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first president Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes, Sr. It has been 
noted as the leading proprietary university in the 
Philippines. FEU's campus is noted for a number of 
historical buildings preserved from the first half of 

Far Eastern 
University was 
founded in 1934 
when the Far 
Eastern College 
and the Institute 
of Accounts, 
Business and 
Finance (IABF) 
merged. Far 
Eastern College 
(now Jose Rizal 

University), 
founded in 1919 
by Don Vicente 
Fabella, had  

been a liberal arts 
college in Quiapo; 
the IABF had been 

established 
(originally under 
the name Institute 

of Accountancy) by Dr. Francisco T. Dalupan Sr. 
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and Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes, Sr., head of the 
Department of Economics of the University of the 
Philippines, with a number of other prominent 
educators in 1928. IABF had been originally 
predominately used by night students, and the new 
university, which was supported by the tuition 
provided by its students rather than government 
grants. 

In its earliest days, FEU was housed in a converted 
tobacco factory already present on the four hectare 
(nearly 10 acre) plot which would eventually host 
the current campus. Reyes Sr. was appointed the 
first president of the University, which spent its 
early years establishing several of its institutes, 
including those of Law and Technology. Reyes 
commissioned Brother in law Arch. Pablo S. 
Antonio Sr., who would later be titled National 
Artist of the Philippines, to construct a building for 
the school. In 1939, the Nicanor I. Reyes Hall, 
which would later house the library and Institute of 
Accounts, Business and Finance, opened. Two 
other buildings by Antonio, the Girls’ High School 
Building and Boys High School Building, followed 
in 1940 and 1941, by which year FEU had 10,000 
registered students, with an international student 
population of 400.  

 

During World War I, the campus was occupied by 
the Imperial Japanese Army, who left only its shell 
unharmed. Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes Sr. having been 
killed during the occupation. Atty. Hermenegildo 

Figure 3: Battle of Manila, the soldiers successfully took back Manila 

fronting FEU building, 1945. (Source:philhistorypicts.blogspot.com)
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Figure 4: Campus Plan of FEU. (source: Campus Planning 

office, FEU) 
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Balbino Reyes was appointed th
of the University when it reopened in 1945.

Thereafter, FEU continued to expand, with the 
opening of a Science Building and the 
establishment of the Institute of Medicine and the 
School of Nursing. In 1955, the FEU hospital was 
opened. Humanities were introduced in 1959, and 
in 1970 the Institute of Architecture and Fine Arts 
opened. Also in 1970, the for-
Institute of Medicine, School of Medical 
Technology, FEU Hospital and the Student Health 
Service Clinic was altered, when these were 
converted in the FEU Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes Medical 
Foundation, a non-stock, non
foundation.  

 

Figure 3: Battle of Manila, the soldiers successfully took back Manila 
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Figure 4: Campus Plan of FEU. (source: Campus Planning 

Balbino Reyes was appointed the second president 
of the University when it reopened in 1945. 

Thereafter, FEU continued to expand, with the 
opening of a Science Building and the 
establishment of the Institute of Medicine and the 
School of Nursing. In 1955, the FEU hospital was 

umanities were introduced in 1959, and 
in 1970 the Institute of Architecture and Fine Arts 

-profit status of the 
Institute of Medicine, School of Medical 
Technology, FEU Hospital and the Student Health 
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converted in the FEU Dr. Nicanor I. Reyes Medical 

stock, non-profit educational 
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Among the buildings on FEU's campus complex, 
five by late Arch. Pablo S. Antonio Sr. garnered 
recognition for FEU in 2005 from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), who bestowed the Asia 
Pacific Heritage Award for Cultural Heritage on the 
university for "the outstanding preservation of its 
Art Deco structures." The build 

ings include the Nicanor I. Reyes Hall, the FEU 
East Asia College of Engineering and Computer 
Studies, the Law and Nursing Building, 
Auditorium/Administration Building and the 
Science Building. The Cultural Center of the 
Philippines also recognized the historical legacy of 
the buildings with a marker. Other historical 
buildings on the campus include the 1950s FEU 
Chapel, FEU Hospital, and the Arts and Sciences 
Building, which also represent the Intern
Style. 

Figure 5: The Nicanor Reyes Hall 

Figure  6: Nicanor Reyes Hall past and present designed by 

Pablo S. Antonio (source: spot.ph) 
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 The Nicanor I. Reyes Hall is a long, low
shaped building facing Quezon Boulevard The 
distinct character of the massive facade are the sets 
of protruded vertical volumes located on both ends 
of the structure. 

Attention to details is another design f
architecture of Pablo S. Antonio Sr. The heavy 
influence of Art Deco in his architectural style is 
seen even in transitional elements like the stairs. 
The outdoor stairs that joined the walkway at the 
second floor has layers of thin concrete sl
swirl in waves above the rigid geometry of the 
handrail. 

The physical envelope of the Main Building, now 
Nicanor I. Reyes Hall, is one of the examples of 
classic Philippine Art Deco emphasizing the play 
on geometric forms.  

The FEU Administration Building was also 
constructed by Arch. Pablo S. Antonio Sr. a decade 
after the Nicanor I. Reyes Hall. It is located at the 
opposite end of the campus quadrangle that features 
a facade with geometric architectural details, 
horizontal windows, and a balcony 
a viewing deck at the second floor to observe the 
activities in the quadrangle.  

The Art Deco-inspired FEU Theater can be found 
inside the Administration Building. it also houses 
the works of the known Filipino artists, most of 
them in the Art Deco era.  One work is a mural 
done by Antonio Gonzales Dumlao in the 
Administration Building which conveys the 

Figure  6: Nicanor Reyes Hall past and present designed by 

Fig. 7: The Administration Building 
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The Nicanor I. Reyes Hall is a long, low-rise U-
shaped building facing Quezon Boulevard The 
distinct character of the massive facade are the sets 
of protruded vertical volumes located on both ends 

Attention to details is another design focus of the 
architecture of Pablo S. Antonio Sr. The heavy 
influence of Art Deco in his architectural style is 
seen even in transitional elements like the stairs. 
The outdoor stairs that joined the walkway at the 
second floor has layers of thin concrete slabs that 
swirl in waves above the rigid geometry of the 

The physical envelope of the Main Building, now 
Nicanor I. Reyes Hall, is one of the examples of 
classic Philippine Art Deco emphasizing the play 

Building was also 
constructed by Arch. Pablo S. Antonio Sr. a decade 
after the Nicanor I. Reyes Hall. It is located at the 
opposite end of the campus quadrangle that features 
a facade with geometric architectural details, 
horizontal windows, and a balcony that extends into 
a viewing deck at the second floor to observe the 

 

inspired FEU Theater can be found 
inside the Administration Building. it also houses 
the works of the known Filipino artists, most of 

he Art Deco era.  One work is a mural 
done by Antonio Gonzales Dumlao in the 
Administration Building which conveys the 
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Fig. 8: A Sculpture by Vicente Manansala graze the parks of FEU

Fig. 9: Carlos Botong Francisco Murals hung in the chapel

Fig. 10: FEU chapel (source: traveler on foot) 

university mission. At the quadrangle, there is a 
group of Vicente Manansala copper
sculptures which represent the professional 
disciplines offered by the university. There are also 
murals from National Artist Botong Francisco hung 
in the chapel. Francesco Riccardo Monti also did a 
bas-relief depicting the American Regime in the 
Philippines.  
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CAMPUS PLANNING PRINCIPLES

The planning principles exhibited on American 
campuses are truly a unique 

art form. While the traditions of campus planning in 
the United States are closely related to attitudes 
concerning building and the landscape developed 
between the 16th and 19th centuries in England, 
France, and Italy, the application of these principles 
to the built form of the university is an artform, 
which evolved principally in this country. The close 
relationship between built form and the landscape is 
a characteristic of campus planning that is the 
taproot of this art 

form. From Thomas Jefferson’s Un
Virginia, to Saarenin’s Cranbrook Academy, this 
tradition remained unbroken until the Second 
World War. 

One of the most readily identifiable characteristics 
of this tradition was the creation of exterior spaces, 
which could be likened to interi
diagram illustrated in Figure 1, a prototypical room 
is drawn alongside a university quadrangle of 
similar proportions. Nearly everyone is familiar 
with the sense of enclosure and protection afforded 
by a room’s bounding surfaces –
windows admit light and air while permitting views 
to the exterior world; doors permit access; and 
typically, there is some element of focus within the 
room, perhaps a hearth. It is readily evident that 
every element performs a role supporting
notion of “room.” That is, walls alone do not the 
room make. The interdependency of elements and 
the specialized tasks they play relegate elements of 
the room to hierarchical roles in the overall 
composition. That is a door to the room will ser
to frame a view of the room’s principal feature 
hearth, and all along the corners of the room will be 
subservient to both the former and later elements.

Likewise, the exterior room of a campus quadrangle 
has features, which might be seen as analogo
that of a traditional interior room. The library may 
dominate the composition in much the same manner 
as the hearth, while a pair of buildings axially 
disposed across the quadrangle from this principal 
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One of the most readily identifiable characteristics 
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there is some element of focus within the 
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notion of “room.” That is, walls alone do not the 
room make. The interdependency of elements and 
the specialized tasks they play relegate elements of 
the room to hierarchical roles in the overall 
composition. That is a door to the room will serve 
to frame a view of the room’s principal feature –the 
hearth, and all along the corners of the room will be 
subservient to both the former and later elements. 

Likewise, the exterior room of a campus quadrangle 
has features, which might be seen as analogous to 
that of a traditional interior room. The library may 
dominate the composition in much the same manner 
as the hearth, while a pair of buildings axially 
disposed across the quadrangle from this principal 
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feature might serve the same threshold purposes as 
that of a door. One might readily see that a 
successful composition of a college quadrangle 
requires that the buildings operate in concert with 
one another. Sometimes buildings are called upon 
to play more assertive roles that of a “hero,” like the 
library, or the matching buildings forming the 
campus threshold. The heroic buildings, however, 
require substantial amounts of good “soldier” 
buildings to form the backdrop against which these 
more assertive buildings might be seen. 

In planning and building a new campus or on a 
portion of an existing campus it is very important to 
understand the role that individual buildings are 
required to play. Too many heroic structures would 
be like a room full of guests all talking at the same 
time. Too few heroic buildings would be like a 
party where none of the guests ever arrived —a bit 
of a bore. In planning a successful campus 
composition, one seeks to strike a balance between 
the “heroes” and the “soldiers.” Experience has 
shown that every trustee, donor, president, dean, 
every department chair, or faculty member, usually 
like to view their “new building” as aspiring to be a 
“hero.” And, while much might be said of the 
heroic nature of the common foot soldier, it is 
recommended that the creation of heroic buildings 
on college campuses be limited to those building 
types which embody and relate the most universal 
and lofty aspirations of the entire institution —
churches, libraries, places of assembly, etc. 

 

CAMPUS BUILDING TYPOLOGY 

THE EDGE-DEFINING TYPE 

This building type often performs the role of the 
common foot soldier, but it may also take on heroic 
assignments. The generic configuration of the type 
is that of an elongated rectilinear volume. Most 
often entry is achieved on the center of one of the 
long faces, however edge entries, or entry from one 
of the narrow elevations is also possible (see facade 
guidelines). This building type commonly aligns its 
eaves and ridgelines, not the gable end, to the 
quadrangle thus reinforcing the geometry of this 
exterior room. A central corridor gives access to the 

rooms.Typically, the corridor is double loaded, 
however in some instances a single loaded corridor 
may serve the needs of the program. The length of 
this building type may vary from 120 feet to 300 
feet, while the width of the type is generally in the 
neighborhood of 45-90 feet. When this type 
exceeds the 90foot width dimension natural lighting 
and ventilation of the interior spaces becomes 
impossible. Thus, depending upon the actual 
intended use of buildings of this type, care should 
be given to the width of the block. 

 

There are a variety of methods for distributing this 
type in a campus plan. 

a.)Illustrates this building type located as a central 
element on the long side of a campus quadrangle 

b.) the building performs both the role of edge 
definer and central focus. 

c.)Much the same might be said about the 
positioning of the type in this configuration, 
however because the building alone forms the edge 
of the narrow side of a long quadrangle, it tends to 
take on a more heroic dimension. 

d.)In this instance the type is paired to form both 
the wall to the quadrangle as well as a threshold to 
the campus. 

e.)The final illustration of this type in context is 
interesting because it presents its end 

elevation to the major quadrangle of the campus 
while forming the edge of a new quadrangle behind 
the first building discussed in this drawing. 

 

Examples of this building type on the UGA campus 
are Old College and New College, at other 
institutions, Nassau Hall, Princeton and Old East 
and Old West at UNC Chapel Hill. The type might 
accommodate housing, classrooms, laboratories, 
administrative activities, and a wide variety of other 
functions. It is typically the most prevalent variety 
of building to be found on college campuses. This 
type along with the Centralized Type form the two 
essential building blocks of campus architecture 
from which all other types might be derived.  



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

CAMPUS BUILDING TYPOLOGY

 

THE CENTRALIZED TYPE 

This building type is often associated with aheroic 
posture within a campus plan, however, the type 
might defer to other buildings depending upon its 
specific context. The general configuration of the 
type is that of a compact rectilinear volume, 
however other platonic forms are also associated 
with this type circular, octagonal, or other 
centralized form. Entry is most often achieved on 
the center of one of the narrow facades and the type 
most often presents its gabled end to the quadrangle 
thereby gaining a certain amount of visual attention. 
Generally the type houses one large open space 
internally —often conceived of as a space of 
assembly. The dimensions of the type vary 
dramatically and should be determined based upon 
a mitigation of the concerns of the context against 
those of the building’s function. 

 

There are a variety of methods for distributing this 
type in a campus plan, refer to Figure 3.
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a variety of methods for distributing this 
type in a campus plan, refer to Figure 3. 

a.) Illustrates this building in a central position on 
the long edge of a campus quadrangle (a position 
analogous to that of a hearth in a room)

b.) The positioning of a pair of buildings around a 
principal campus axis forms both edge and 
threshold to the quadrangle. 

c.) The placement of the type in this position 
affords four separate exposures 
seen in the round (from all sides). This later 
placement can present problems in servicing the 
building if the concerns of use are not properly 
mitigated against those of the campus context. A 
chapel or assembly hall might be well served by 
this location, while a dining hall might not work 
well with the context given an intensive service 
component of the program. 

Examples of this building type on the UGA campus 
are the Chapel and the Phi Kappa building, at other 
institutions, the Rotunda at the University of 
Virginia and Whig and Clio Halls at Princeton. The 
type might accommodate various assembly 
activities: chapel, lecture hall, gymnasium, dining 
hall, etc. When used in conjunction with the Edge 
Defining Type in a single unified composition an 
unlimited variety of building forms might be 
created. 
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THE COMPOSITE TYPE 

                   While many contemporary building 
programs might not be readily addressed by either 
the Edge-Defining or the Centralized Types alone, 
in combination the two building types form 
theessential characteristics of the Composite Type. 
It is more difficult to talk about general 
configurations of this type because the possible 
combinations and recombination of the basic 
“building blocks” of typology are limitless. For an 
insight into the variety of possibilities see, N.C.
Curtis, Architectural Composition, Cleveland: 
Jansen, 1927. 

          The characteristics of how this building type 
might address a quadrangle are similar to those 
outlined in both of the previous two types. Again 
the actual dimension of the type may vary
dramatically, so once again a mitigation of the 
contingencies of the site against those of building 
use are highly recommended. 

Once again there are a variety of methods for 
distributing this type in a campus plan, Figure 4.

a.) Illustrates the simplest form of the type 
Centralized Type has been joined with two flanking 
Edge-Defining Types to form an articulated wall to 
the quadrangle. The central element provides accent 
to the quadrangle while the flanking volumes carry 
the “wall” of the space along the edge of the quad.

 

b.) This illustration of the type is a much more 
complex combination of the campus building 
blocks. A central space of assembly is aligned with 
the axis of the quadrangle and is used in 
combination with a series of edge-defining volume
A forecourt is formed between the campus 
quadrangle and the central volume, while an 
automobile forecourt is formed by the wings, which 
extend downward at ninety-degree angles to the 
long axis of the quadrangle. To the far right, a 
service court is formed, and to the top, edge
defining types wrap the centralized volume to form 
an internal courtyard. 
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distributing this type in a campus plan, Figure 4. 

orm of the type –a 
Centralized Type has been joined with two flanking 

Defining Types to form an articulated wall to 
the quadrangle. The central element provides accent 
to the quadrangle while the flanking volumes carry 

e edge of the quad. 

b.) This illustration of the type is a much more 
complex combination of the campus building 
blocks. A central space of assembly is aligned with 
the axis of the quadrangle and is used in 

defining volumes. 
A forecourt is formed between the campus 
quadrangle and the central volume, while an 
automobile forecourt is formed by the wings, which 

degree angles to the 
long axis of the quadrangle. To the far right, a 

ed, and to the top, edge-
defining types wrap the centralized volume to form 

c.) In comparison to the previous example, this 
configuration of the type is very tame. In fact, the 
type is created by relocating the edge
elements at 90 degree angles to the position 
occupied in example one —
forecourt. The advantage of this type is that large 
building programs can be accommodated in this 
configuration without dimensionally abandoning a 
70-foot maximum building wing width.

Examples of this building type on the UGA campus 
are the Fine Arts Building and the Business School, 
at other institutions — Bancroft and Mahan Halls at 
the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis. Most 
complex programs can be accommodated by
typology 

CAMPUS BUILDING TYPOLOGY

THE COMPOUND TYPE 

      In many cases contemporary programs 
call for very large footprints to accommodate 
specialized activities. While the advantage of these 
large footprints is that many activities can be 
located in an efficient proximity to one another, the 
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liability is that these types of buildings often 
become hermetically sealed and connections 
between interior spaces and the exterior world 
become severed. Faculty, staff, and students can 
find themselves living out their entire academic life 
in these “mega structures” without ever stepping 
foot outside of their own domain. In short the 
danger of these “academic malls” are that they 
often do not contribute in an effective manner to the 
overall well-being of the university. However, 
when properly designed these big buildin
indeed contribute well to the life of a campus.

             Of primary interest is care given to issues 
of scale and proportion. Wherever possible, the 
massiveness of the building should be mitigated by 
elements in concert with the human scale of t
campus environment. The Typical Plan in Figure 5 
illustrates an Edge-Defining Type used as a 
frontispiece, or head house, for a much larger 
building mass. The site section diagrams located 
above the typical plan drawing also illustrate two 
techniques for masking the massiveness of the 
“large footprint” building. The uphill site illustrates 
a laboratory building nestled into the grade to 
minimize the impact of its height and girth, while 
the downhill site illustrates a parking structure 
carved into the hillside behind an academic building. 
The upper deck of this later building is then 
landscaped and treated as a garden terrace.

Again, there are a variety of methods for 
distributing this type in a campus plan, Figure 5.

a.) Illustrates a very large laborato
which is flanked by two classroom buildings and 
headed up by an administrative/office wing, which 
mediates a connection to the quadrangle.

b.) Is a center for continuing education, which 
presents a face both to the outside world (bottom 
edge) and to the campus quadrangle (right edge). 
These wings, joined by a rotund element mask the 
large parking structure located behind. Access to 
the parking structure is from the extreme right edge 
of the footprint. It should be noted that care would 
be given to the surface of the parking structure to 
create a “handsome” facade in concert with the 
vocabulary of the campus. 
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c.) Illustrates a large student center with large 
dining halls, meeting rooms, ballrooms, and 
recreational spaces. The configuration prese
forecourt to the campus quadrangle using two Edge

 

d.) Defining and one Centralized Type in order to 
mask the large footprints of the big assembly halls. 
To the far right a service court provides access for 
deliveries and waste removal. 

 

Successful examples of this building type are Cabel 
Hall at the University of Virginia, the Physics and 
Astronomy Building at Johns Hopkins University, 
the Student Center at Carnegie Mellon, Barton Hall 
at Cornell University, and the original buildings on 
the campus of Duke University 
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MASSING DIAGRAMS 

These series of diagrams are intended to suggest the 
limitless rational combinations and recombinations 
of the “building blocks” to form more complex 
compositions appropriate to elaborate programs. 
Each diagram builds upon the previous drawing 
suggesting a process of elaboration and 
combination. Note that the massing is not 
dependent upon a singular response to issues of 
symmetry/asymmetry, center/edge, base condition, 
or roof. Both designers and members of the campus 
community are encouraged to imagine their own 
formal inventions as an extension of this exercise. 

Review of Related Literature 

Town – Gown Planning 

Town and gown are two distinct communities of a 
university town; "town" being the non
population and "gown" metonymically being the 
university community, especially in ancient seats of 
learning such as Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen and St Andrews, although the term is also 
used to describe modern university towns as well as 
towns with a significant public school. The 
metaphor is historical in its connotation but 
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Town and gown are two distinct communities of a 
university town; "town" being the non-academic 

and "gown" metonymically being the 
university community, especially in ancient seats of 
learning such as Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen and St Andrews, although the term is also 
used to describe modern university towns as well as 

ificant public school. The 
metaphor is historical in its connotation but 

continues to be used in the literature on urban 
higher education and in common parlance.

During the Middle Ages, students admitted to 
European universities often held minor clerical 
status and donned garb similar to that worn by the 
clergy. These vestments evolved into the academic 
long black gown, worn along with hood and cap. 
The gown proved comfortable for studying in 
unheated and draughty buildings and thus became a 
tradition in the universities. The gown also served 
as a social symbol, as it was impractical for 
physical manual work. The hood was often adorned 
with the colours of the colleges and designated the 
young scholar's university affiliation. Thus by their 
distinctive clothing, the students were set apart and 
distinguished from the citizens of the town; hence 
the phrase "town and gown". 

 

The university as a sanctuary 

The idea of a school of higher learning as a distinct 
and autonomous institution within an urban setting 
dates back to the Academy founded by Plato c. 387 
BC. The Academy was established as a sacred 
sanctuary for learning outside the city walls of 
Athens. The Academy endured for nine centuries 
until it was closed, along with other pagan schools, 
by Emperor Justinian in 529 AD.

In the 12th century, when the early medieval 
universities came into existence 
then across Europe – they were founded without 
physical campuses. The masters simply rented 
lecture halls in the host cities. Early on, there w
few identifiable campus buildings (other than the 
residential colleges that were established at some 
universities). Most students took lodging in the 
university towns. The scholars often congregated in 
identifiable areas of cities, most famously the Le
Bank (Rive gauche) of the Seine in Paris 
became known as the Quartier Latin ("The Latin 
Quarter", due to the use of spoken Latin). Thus, the 
medieval institutions were more integrated into the 
cities than in the case of the Academy. It is no 
accident that most medieval universities were 
founded within cities. The schools' existence 
required a permanent population and an 
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infrastructure that included a vibrant marketplace 
and system of governance, but their dependence on 
the host towns was limited. In most instances, the 
endowment of the medieval universities was drawn 
largely, if not entirely, from the revenues of the 
Catholic Church. Consequently, the universities 
were largely independent of municipal revenues 
and, to a great extent, of civil authority. The 
medieval studium remained a sanctuary in its status 
as beneficiary of the Catholic Church and in the 
scholars' exemption from civil law. Such special 
jurisdictions were by no means uncommon in the 
Middle Ages. The applicable law varied greatly by 
person, organisation and area: the towns themselves 
had legal systems totally different from the 
surrounding countryside, and even inside the town, 
every guild usually had its own special privileges 
and rights. The independent jurisdiction of the 
universities essentially was part of this system. 

 

Anatomy of an adversarial relationship 

The initial relationship between the medieval 
universities and the host town was adversarial for 
various reasons, and over time, the universities' 
growing autonomy and independence from local 
control led to increasing tensions with host towns. 
Also, the steady encroachment of universities upon 
neighbouring areas created a point of contention 
between town and gown (continuing to the present). 

The medieval universities formed as guilds of 
masters (teachers) and/or students on the model 
established by the crafts guilds. Once the scholars 
were able to receive a charter, they would begin 
negotiations with municipal authorities to secure 
fair rents for lecture halls and other concessions. 
Because they had no investment in a physical 
campus, they could threaten to migrate to another 
town if their demands were not met. This was not 
an empty threat. The scholars at the University of 
Lisbon in Portugal migrated to Coimbra, and then 
later back to Lisbon in the 14th century. Scholars 
would also go on strike, leave the host city, and not 
return for years. This happened at the University of 
Paris after a riot in 1229 (started by the students). 
The university did not return to Paris for two years. 

Many university students were foreigners with 
exotic manners and dress who spoke and wrote 
Latin, the lingua franca of medieval higher 
education in Western Europe. Students often could 
not speak the local dialect, and most uneducated 
townspeople spoke no Latin. The language barrier 
and the cultural differences did nothing to improve 
relations between scholars and townspeople. The 
tenor of town–gown relations became a matter of 
arrogance on the one hand and resentment on the 
other. 

Students in the medieval universities enjoyed 
certain exemptions from the jurisdiction of the 
ordinary civil courts. These privileges were 
normally safeguarded by a conservator Apostolic, 
usually a bishop or archbishop appointed by the 
pope. By the Papal bull Parensscientiarum ("Father 
of the Sciences" (1231), the charter of the 
University of Paris, Pope Gregory IX authorised the 
masters, in the event of an outrage committed by 
anyone upon a scholar and not redressed within 
fifteen days, to suspend their lectures. This right of 
cessation of lectures was frequently made use of in 
conflicts between town and gown. On various 
occasions, the popes themselves intervened to 
protect the scholars against encroachments by the 
local civil authorities.  

Pope Nicholas IV in 1288 threatened to disrupt the 
stadium at Padua unless the municipal authorities 
repealed within fifteen days ordinances they had 
framed against scholars. It became quite common 
for the university to lay its grievances against the 
city fathers before the Holy See, and its appeal was 
usually successful.  

Thus, medieval students were under the legal 
protection of the clergy, who protected them from 
physical harm. They could be tried for crimes only 
in a church court under Canon law. The protection 
from civil law gave students free rein in the urban 
environs to break secular laws with near impunity. 
This often led to abuses and outright criminal 
behaviour among students who realised they 
enjoyed immunity from civil authorities. The 
anomalous jurisdictional situation only exacerbated 
tensions between town and gown. 
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Town versus gown 

Conflict was inevitable in the medieval university 
towns, where two separately governed bodies with 
different priorities and loyalties shared the same 
restricted space. Moreover, violence was 
commonplace in medieval life, not only between 
scholars and townsmen, but also among ordinary 
citizens, as well as between scholars from different 
regions of Europe who attended the universities. 

Violent confrontations between town and gown 
erupted on a recurring basis. One of the most 
famous was the Battle of St. Scholastica Day, 
which occurred on 10 February 1355, at the 
University of Oxford.  An argument in a tavern – a 
familiar scenario – escalated into a protracted two-
day battle in which local citizens armed with bows 
attacked the academic village, killing and maiming 
scores of scholars. The rioters were severely 
punished, and thenceforth, the Mayor and Bailiffs 
had to attend a Mass for the souls of the dead every 
St. Scholastica's Day thereafter and to swear an 
annual oath to observe the university's privileges. 
For 500 years, Oxford observed a day of mourning 
for that tragedy. 

The University of Cambridge was originally set up 
after a fight between the townspeople of Oxford 
and scholars from the University of Oxford forced 
many scholars to flee to a new location in 1209. 
Later, the tension between the scholars at 
Cambridge and the townspeople forced the king to 
grant special privileges and protection to 
Cambridge University, which helped enormously in 
the survival and future success of the university. 

By the mid-15th century, kings were putting an end 
to student power within the universities. They 
ordered papal legates to reform the universities and 
restricted student boycotts and strikes. From then 
on, whether under king or revolutionary 
government, dictator or Parliament, European 
universities would customarily be ruled by the 
central authority – although the degree of control 
varied widely over time and place. 

Following the upheavals of the High Middle Ages, 
relations between the European universities and the 
host towns evolved toward a pattern of mutual 

support. Cities, on some occasions, took over 
payment of salaries and provided loans, while 
regulating the book trade, lodgings, and the various 
other services students required. Eventually, cities 
began to take pride in their universities rather than 
look upon them as adversaries. 

 

Town-and-gown relations in the post-medieval 
and modern eras  

Over the centuries, the relationship between town 
and gown has remained ambivalent. There have 
been points where a university in crisis has been 
rescued by the urban dynamics surrounding it, 
while at other times, urban developments have 
threatened to undermine the stability of the 
university. Conversely, there have been occasions 
where the university provided a focus and 
coherence for the cultural life of the city; though at 
other times, it has withdrawn into itself and 
undermined urban culture. 

Despite generally improved relations between town 
and gown in the post-medieval era, disputes and 
conflicts were a recurring phenomenon. A brief 
chronicle of incidents involving Yale College 
students and residents of New Haven, Connecticut, 
illustrates the continuing strain upon town–gown 
relations. The nature of these disputes ranged from 
theological to martial. 

Founded in 1701, Yale moved to New Haven in 
1716. In 1753, President Thomas Clap began 
holding separate Sunday worship services for 
students in the college instead of at First Church, 
because he felt that the minister, Joseph Noyes, was 
theologically suspect. (Yale was founded by 
Congregational ministers but currently has no 
religious affiliation.) This move alienated the 
Connecticut clergy and marked the beginning of the 
Yale undergraduates' ambivalent relationship with 
the town of New Haven. 

If there is one constant in town–gown relations over 
the centuries, it can be summed up with the maxim, 
"Students will be students." College students, past 
and present, have a good deal of free time 
notwithstanding their obligations to study. How 
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they use this time is often perceived as troubling or 
disruptive by non-students. 

Over the course of a century, New Haven witnessed 
a series of violent confrontations between students 
and "townies" that recall the confrontations in the 
medieval university towns. In 1806, a full-scale riot 
– the first of many – fought with fists, clubs, and 
knives, broke out between off-duty sailors and Yale 
students. In 1841, a clash with city firefighters took 
place. After Yale students attacked the firehouse 
and destroyed equipment, a town mob threatened to 
burn the college. Military companies had to be 
called in to keep the peace. Then in 1854, bricks 
and bullets flew after a confrontation between 
students and townspeople at a New Haven theatre. 
When the leader of the town group was stabbed, 
students retreated to the college. The locals actually 
brought in two militia cannons and aimed them at 
the college but were stopped by constables before 
they could fire them. 

Things were relatively quiet until 1919, when 
returning local servicemen, angry over perceived 
insults from Yale students, attacked the Old 
Campus. Finding the gates locked, they broke 
hundreds of windows and moved on to theatres and 
restaurants in the town, assaulting any students they 
could find. In 1959, a student snowball fight on city 
streets got out of hand and resulted in arrests by 
New Haven police. Students then pelted police 
officers with snowballs during the St. Patrick's Day 
parade. The so-called "snowball riot" attracted 
national media attention – a preview of the 
tumultuous 1960s. 

A wave of student unrest took place in North 
America and Europe during the 1960s, from Paris 
to Mexico City to California. The Free Speech 
Movement, centred at the University of California, 
Berkeley, has often been cited as the starting point 
of the unrest. The US student movement was 
ostensibly about demands for more freedom and a 
share in decision making on campus, but it was 
stoked by two broader issues – civil rights for 
African Americans and protest of the Vietnam War. 
The most violent incidents occurred when National 
Guard troops fired upon and killed four students at 
Kent State University in Ohio and when police fired 

on dormitories at Jackson State University in 
Mississippi in spring, 1970, killing two bystanders 
(See links below). 

The town-and-gown divide is visible in numerous 
older universities globally. In the university town of 
Uppsala in Sweden, clergy, royalty and academia 
historically reside on the western shore of the river 
Fyris, somewhat separated from the rest of the city, 
and the ensemble of cathedral (consecrated 1435), 
castle and university (founded in 1477) has 
remained mostly undisturbed until today. Since the 
Middle Ages, commercial activity has been 
geographically centred on the eastern side of the 
river. 

Many of the medieval traditions have carried into 
the modern era, and universities retain certain 
historical privileges. Two examples are illustrative: 
1) Students in some universities were compelled to 
wear gowns up to the 1960s to make them 
identifiable to the university authorities. 2) Under 
the Russian tsars, police were forbidden to enter the 
universities, a tradition that was respected during 
the Russian repression of Prague in the summer of 
1968. 

 

Post-1960s: changing climate, changing issues 

Cities and their universities evolved from the 
integrated residential patterns of the High Middle 
Ages to a more distinct partition. As colleges 
acquired physical facilities, visible campuses 
formed with a proximate student population. 
Residential colleges became a fixture in European 
universities, while American colleges (often located 
in small towns) sequestered students in dormitories 
under close supervision. The lines that defined the 
two communities were clearly drawn, but this 
distinction was becoming blurred by the 1970s. 

The doctrine of in loco parentis had developed both 
as a legal concept and as a custom in the United 
States. The Latin phrase meaning "in place of a 
parent" held schools to a high standard of care for 
the welfare of students. However, this legal concept 
was eroded by the Bradshaw decision and by 
subsequent court rulings. The pendulum would 
swing back toward the medieval model, where 
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students could enjoy significant autonomy in their 
choice of residence and habits. 

The trend of American students living off campus 
had emerged during the post-World War II era. The 
Servicemen's Readjustment Act legislation, 
popularly known as the "G.I. Bill", provided large 
numbers of returning veterans with the financial aid 
to pursue college degrees. Many veterans were 
older than traditional students or had families to 
support; this further spurred the growth of off-
campus housing. It was estimated that by century's 
end, as many as 85% of American college students 
lived off campus (Carnegie Commission). This 
residential trend – and other factors – would 
mitigate the division between town and gown (but 
not necessarily the tensions). Universities 
increasingly integrated into cities as cities absorbed 
and accommodated universities. Commuter colleges, 
such as San Francisco State University, now enroll 
large numbers of students who live at a distance, 
commute to campus for classes, and then leave at 
the end of each school day. Concurrently, American 
universities have opened branch campuses and even 
offer classes in storefront venues. 

However, the recent integration of campus and 
community has not been without problems. For one 
thing, an urban university can generate major traffic 
and exacerbate parking problems in adjacent 
neighbourhoods. The quality of neighbourhoods 
near a university may deteriorate. Certain industries 
requiring highly educated workers, such as 
biotechnology, may be drawn to college 
communities. The growth of these knowledge 
economies, and additional upwardly mobile 
residents, may increase the competition for 
community space or drive-up land costs. The 
expansion of campuses has led to the razing of 
some neighbourhoods and the displacement of large 
numbers of city residents. These factors create 
continuing tensions between town and gown, but in 
some scenarios, the university and the local 
community work together in revitalisation projects. 

Local residents and members of the university 
community may clash over other political, 
economic, and demographic issues. Some localities 
in the Northeastern United States have tried to 

block students from registering to vote in elections 
as local residents, instead demanding that they vote 
by absentee ballot at their parents' residence. 
(Manahan, 1980) Many universities in college 
towns are located on unincorporated land, which 
prevents students living in on-campus housing from 
voting in town elections. 

As urban universities increase in size and 
complexity, they hire a large staff of city residents. 
Labourunions have formed on campuses and 
bargain collectively for contracts. In 1971, a 53-day 
strike among Yale employees was the longest in the 
school's history. Union leaders stated that they 
considered Yale's social commitment to New 
Haven to be a key issue in the job action. University 
workers in New Haven would strike again and 
again in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. 

Municipalities and universities continue to 
negotiate police jurisdiction on and near campuses. 
Today, many universities and colleges maintain 
their own police forces. In cities where a significant 
number of students live off campus, university 
police may be allowed to patrol these 
neighbourhoods to provide an extra measure of 
security. Meanwhile, civil libertarians argue that 
school officials should only call on local law 
enforcement to intervene when it is necessary to 
protect the safety of people on campus. Such 
intrusion is legally mandated in some jurisdictions 
when school officials have reasonable suspicion to 
believe that a student is breaking the law. Generally, 
local police are reluctant to go on campus if a 
college maintains its own security force (the Kent 
State and Jackson State killings are examples of 
intervention turning into tragedy). 

Raucous off-campus parties and the excessive noise 
and public drunkenness associated with them can 
also create town–gown animosity. The University 
of Colorado (Boulder, Colorado, USA) and Queen's 
University (Kingston, Canada) provide examples 
where street parties have escalated into riots. In 
1995, at Wilfrid Laurier University in sedate 
Waterloo, Ontario, the "Ezra Street riot" occurred 
when 1500 revellers showed up at an end-of-the-
year student party on Ezra Street. The party goers 
drank copious amounts of beer, threw bottles, and 
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carried on in ways that resulted in 42 arrests and 
two serious injuries – one when a woman was hit 
by a chunk of concrete thrown at the party, the 
other when a man was run over by a jeep. The end 
result was the university's adoption of a new "Code 
of Conduct" to govern student behaviour. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, attention was often focused 
on off-campus fraternities and sororities, whose 
sometimes rowdy events were lampooned in the 
1978 film Animal House. Ironically, the institution 
of "social responsibility" measures to restrict events 
at fraternity houses has exacerbated tensions, as 
events moved to non-Greek block and house parties 
farther off campus. The push of social events off 
campus also increases the incidents of drunk 
driving, as students who wish to party are pushed 
outside of campus. 

In the US, a rash of disputes between public 
universities and host cities have developed in regard 
to the cost and benefits of the town–gown 
connection. Universities boast that their existence is 
the backbone of the town economy, while the towns 
counter with claims that the institution is "robbing" 
them of tax revenue; but as universities expand 
their campuses, more land property is removed 
from local tax rolls. Attempts are being pursued to 
redefine the basic financial terms and conditions 
upon which the relationship is based. As tax-
exempt institutions, universities have had no legal 
obligation to contribute to the coffers of city 
government, but some do make payments in lieu of 
taxes based on negotiated agreements (as is the case 
in Boston). 

Despite the rise in legal battles, universities and 
host towns have an incentive to co-operate, as the 
schools require city services and need city approval 
for long-range plans while the university towns 
need remuneration for public services provided. 
The "engaged university" is a recent term 
describing community partnerships and joint 
planning with city officials. Additionally, in some 
college towns, local culture is constructed by 
students and non-students alike, such as Athens, 
Georgia, which was ranked as the No. 1 college 
music town by Rolling Stone Magazine. In Athens, 
local culture that students identify with and take 

part in is often supported or created by non-students, 
in this case, musicians. While some degree of 
misunderstanding or rivalry might persist between 
"students" and "townies", coexistence and co-
operation take place as well. 

Town–gown parameters may become increasingly 
difficult to define in the near future. Geography is 
less salient as a factor in urban higher education in 
the Information Age. Someprivate institutions, such 
as the University of Phoenix, rely less on 
geographical presence, enrolling students in a broad 
range of online degree programs. Other courses 
may comprise part-time or night classes for 
working professionals or intensive training taking 
place over a group of weekends or months. Many of 
these non-traditional students live and work full-
time in the surrounding community. Traditional 
brick-and-mortar universities have countered with 
their own distance education courses via television 
and the Internet. Traditional universities also recruit 
locally for special programs, such as executive 
MBA degrees. 

The 12th century witnessed the birth of the first 
predecessors of the modern university; many 
educational futurists argue that the division between 
town and gown is rapidly fading and that the 21st 
century is the cusp of another revolutionary 
educational paradigm. According to these forecasts, 
the 21st-century college student may well be 
someone sitting at his or her personal computer 
miles from a college campus. Graduation may or 
may not include the traditional commencement 
ceremony. These reformers argue that for 
graduating students, the gown may be left hanging 
in the closet, with the graduate interacting more 
seamlessly within the global community. However, 
it should be noted that such views are currently 
dismissed to a greater or lesser extent by leading 
universities, who admit the importance of 
technology and the diminution in town/gown 
rivalries but stress the continuing value of 
traditional learning and teaching methods. 
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ANALYSIS OF EXISTING CONDITION

 U-BELT -Sampaloc, Manila 

Far Eastern University BUILT-UP PLAN

International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-– Volume 4 Issue 4, July

Available at www.ijsred.com

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved 

 

Gown Planning Sphere Framework 

ANALYSIS OF EXISTING CONDITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAND OWNERSHIP 

 

LAND OWNERSHIP 

The university suffers from having lack of land 
ownership for adjacent and in-between lots around 
the campus, leaving the campus to locate its gym 
and FEU Tech Building away from the main 
campus area. Although, it should be noted that 
despite this, there is still a visual connectivity with 
the main building and the two buildings stated 
above. As a result, other facilities that should have 
been available in the university, like student 
dormitories, are not yet developed.   

 

 

 

UP PLAN 

Far Eastern University Campus Assembly Area 

(source: www.feu.edu.ph) 
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The university suffers from having lack of land 
between lots around 

the campus, leaving the campus to locate its gym 
and FEU Tech Building away from the main 
campus area. Although, it should be noted that 

is, there is still a visual connectivity with 
the main building and the two buildings stated 
above. As a result, other facilities that should have 
been available in the university, like student 
dormitories, are not yet developed.    
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Safety Risks 

The university is situated in a high-risk area. All the 
roads surrounding the campus are considered crim
prone areas, as well as nearby intersections are also 
considered as accident prone areas. This poses 
safety risks not only on the students but also to the 
university’s personnel and even the general public. 
However, it should be noted that there are 
movements by the government to lessen these risks 
in the area, like providing street lighting, like what 
is seen along Morayta St. 

 

Parking 

Parking is one of the major challenges of the 
campus as it has limited land. As of today, FEU 
only has three locations for their parking. First, is 

Far Eastern University LAND USE MAP 

ZONES 

View from FEU Main Building showing visual 

connectivity with the University Gym and FEU 

Tech Bldg. 
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risk area. All the 
roads surrounding the campus are considered crime 
prone areas, as well as nearby intersections are also 
considered as accident prone areas. This poses 
safety risks not only on the students but also to the 
university’s personnel and even the general public. 
However, it should be noted that there are 

ments by the government to lessen these risks 
in the area, like providing street lighting, like what 

Parking is one of the major challenges of the 
campus as it has limited land. As of today, FEU 

or their parking. First, is  

inside the campus fronting the admin. bldg., which 
is on a first come, first serve basis. Second, there is 
an open, on-street parking slots available along 
Quezon Blvd. And third, the university has 
provided a parking garage at the lower floors of the 
newly built FEU Tech Building near PRC. The 
university relies heavily on the other public parking 
near the campus. 

 

University LAND USE MAP 

View from FEU Main Building showing visual 

connectivity with the University Gym and FEU 
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at the lower floors of the 
newly built FEU Tech Building near PRC. The 
university relies heavily on the other public parking 
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Landscaping 

Inside the main campus, there is a lush greeneries 
incorporated at the central park, commonly known 
as the Freedom Park, which acts as the campus 
lungs. It is also used for campus events, and regular 
social interactions. Apart from UST, it is considered 
as the largest open green space in the U
Outside, there is a planting strip along Morayta St. 
on FEU side. Though, this does minimal 
intervention on reducing heat along the sidewalk. It 
does however, adds to the beautification of the 
street.   

Businesses and Services 

There are various types of businesses and services 
in the area, ranging from such as computer shops, 
restaurants, banks, retail, fast foods, bookstores, 
apartments, bed spaces, food carts, paid parking, 
groceries, etc. which can be formal or informal in 
nature. It indicates a large economic potential 
around the place and at the same time it caters the 
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incorporated at the central park, commonly known 
as the Freedom Park, which acts as the campus 
lungs. It is also used for campus events, and regular 
social interactions. Apart from UST, it is considered 

the largest open green space in the U-belt. 
Outside, there is a planting strip along Morayta St. 
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intervention on reducing heat along the sidewalk. It 
does however, adds to the beautification of the 

 

 

 

There are various types of businesses and services 
in the area, ranging from such as computer shops, 
restaurants, banks, retail, fast foods, bookstores, 
apartments, bed spaces, food carts, paid parking, 

ormal or informal in 
nature. It indicates a large economic potential 
around the place and at the same time it caters the 

needs of the university’s students and personnel. On 
the other hand, it also raises risks on the students, 
such as encouraging bad habits through smoking, 
drinking, cutting classes, etc., and also 
both in health and criminal. 
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The SWOT Analysis of its Streetscape 

 

 

STREETSCAPE 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

Variety of 

streetscape design 

per zone that leads 

to diverse character 

of amenities.  

Presence of nodal 

elements to create 

direct visual 

accessibility 

towards the 

Campus.  

Unique features of 

lamp posts, 

pathways, gates and 

fences. 

The FEU Campus  

accessibility to the 

visitors due to 

obstruction of some 

Commercial 

Establishment and 

Advertising boards. 

Opportunities S-O Strategies W-O Strategies 

 

Other existing 

structures can be 

preserved and used 

as one of the 

landmarks of the 

site. � 

 

Improve the 

adjoining street 

elements to become 

the new landmarks 

of the site. 

Make the new 

developments adapt 

on the streetscape 

context FEU Art 

Deco style  

principles.  

 

Improve and/or 

redesign the signage 

and gateways that are 

crucial to the views of 

the users. 

 Regulate the existing 

pocket structures’ 

according to the 

aesthetics of its built 

environment.  

Introduce landscaping 

as natural barrier to 

open spaces.  

Threats S-T Strategies W-T Strategies 

 

Prone to 

destruction by the 

street children� 

Losing visitor’s 

direction on the 

site. 

 

Crime prone area 

due the presence of 

students being 

target by the 

criminals. 

 

Introduce 

landscaping 

streetscapes. 

Maximize the FEU 

and Art Deco-

related designs of 

streetscape around 

the Campus. 

 

Improve the 

existing signage of 

the site.  

 

Relocate the existing 

Advertising Board that 

obstruct the heritage 

structures on the 

vacant spaces.  

 

Improve and/or 

redesign the signage 

and gateways of the 

campus that are crucial 

to the views of the 

users.  

 

 

 

 

LOCATION 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

 

 

FEU Manila is located 

in Nicanor Reyes Sr. 

St. (formerly 

Morayta), in the 

University Belt. 

It is accessible by 

public transportation 

such as LRT, FX, 

Jeepneys, PUV, and 

Taxi accessing 

Baclaran, 

Mandaluyong, Pasay, 

Quezon City, Divisoria 

 

 

 

 

 

Visual blockage by 

the natural and built 

environment, thus it 

becomes inaccessible 

to the first-time 

visitors. 

 

 

No available open 

space withing the 

adjoining property 

for potential 

expansion. 

Opportunities S-O Strategies W-O Strategies 

 

 

 

The location being the 

University belt can 

attract more students. 

 

 

 

Provide strategic 

transport terminals 

within the campus 

vicinity. 

 

 

 

Expand the campus 

by acquiring 

adjoining property 

potential for the 

physical expansion. 

 

 

 

 

Threats S-T Strategies W-T Strategies 

 

 

 

Overwhelmed by the 

commercial 

establishments and 

other school campuses 

in the city that are 

more accessible. 

 

 

 

Being open to the 

local communities 

mean continuous 

exposure to negative 

activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthen the security 

control within the 

campus perimeters.  

 

 

 

Help the community 

and the local 

government in 

providing street lights 

and security outpost 

strategically located 

with the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Redevelop the 

pedestrian walkways 

along the perimeter 

Streets for the local 

communities first, 

then promote the 

walkability.  
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The SWOT Analysis of its Land Use 

 

LAND USE 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

That the 

protection of 

both nature and 

built structures 

on their property 

is defined. 

Pocket 

establishments 

cater the needs 

of the people.  

Infilled 

establishments 

do create 

disturbance to 

the neighboring 

occupants.  

Opportunities S-O Strategies W-O Strategies 

The utilities – 

the water, 

specifically –

the presence of 

Maynilad can 

be used as asset 

for the 

promotion of 

environment 

protection.  

Maintain the 

site’s 

environment for 

educational use  

Improve the 

commercial 

establishments 

and the control 

on the land.  

 Regulate the use 

of lot spaces and 

control the 

crowd and 

intrusion of 

noise.  

 

Threats S-T Strategies W-T Strategies 

 

Shifting of FEU 

imposed zoning 

may cause 

compromise to 

the 

administration 

as threats of 

uncontrolled 

mixed-

development 

and crowding in 

the site.  

 

Reorganize the 

use of lot spaces 

for residential 

and commercial 

within the 

University Belt 

developments.  

 

 Improve the 

management unit 

on the area by 

strict monitoring 

and 

implementation 

of regulations 

and ordinance 

that will observe 

and prevent 

illegal 

developments on 

the site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A.) Campus Entrance 

The primary function of this is to create a clear 
sense of arrival entry to the campus. While beyond 
the scope of this study, it is also recommended that 
the “entry” and establishment of the importance of 
the university be made even further to the 
acquisition of the potential adjoining property for 
future expansion. 

 

B.Recreation and Athletic Complex: 

Although it appears there are minimal changes to 
exterior fields within the master plan, the plan 
recognizes expected change in use and modest 
expansion to accommodate the trend of high 
utilization.  

Currently, sport fields on the quadrangle of FEU 
and the Gymnasium serve intramural events and 
varsity practices such as football, volleyball and 
basketball. Because no alternative space is available 
on campus, this field will likely remain for 
university use. To consolidate uses, expand and 
upgrade field and courts to serve need of Athletics, 
Kinesiology, and growth of intramurals. This 
grouping and sharing of sport facilities likely will 
require field improvements, lighting upgrades and 
parking for events.  

 

C.) Landscape Improvements 

It should also be directed at generating a stronger 
identity and energetic vitality not currently present 
on campus. Future directions for landscape projects 
can combine tree planting, shrubs screens, 
groundcover/ seasonal planting beds, special 
pedestrian pavements, seating areas, campus 
fencing, and lighting. These materials can be used 
to effectively minimize the expensiveness of 
existing parking lots, create excitement, clarity, 
beauty, and structure to outdoor areas, enclose the 
property to define its boundaries, facilitate and 
encourage social intersection and out-door study, 
and to capitalize on the street for overpass 
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construction for FEU building connections for 
pedestrian. 

 

D.) Parking and Vehicular Circulation 

Certainly, one of the goals of this master plan is to 
improve safety of those who use and visit the 
campus, while providing pleasant and 
understandable routes around the campus and to 
particular location s. Emphasis need to be placed on 
creating a significant statement announcing one’s 
arrival at the university, while providing a safer 
transition for entering vehicles and enhanced 
crosswalks for pedestrian. The entry drive should 
be redesigned to include the entire campus to create 
a better entrance and to help slow traffic through 
the clogging point during peak hours. 

Master plan recommendations for the primary 
system includes widths that must accommodate 
large movements and groupings of pedestrians, as 
well as provide space for bicycles and building 
access for emergency and service vehicles.

 

E.) Land Acquisition 

The recommendation for the Far Eastern 
University’s land acquisition primarily addresses 
establishing a better-defined and controlled use of 
land in and around the Campus. The proposed land 
use includes campus development for Dormitory, 
possible additional parking, and open space or 
pocket gardens, all of which are necessary and very 
tangible concepts. The land acquisition plan also 
recommends the following: 

1.) Expand campus property for the const
additional needed facilities 

2.) Expand campus property for the purpose of 
preservation of established neighborhoods and 
natural areas. 

3.) Expand campus property for the purposes of 
future development opportunities. 

4.) Expand campus property for the purpose of 
improving the definition of campus borders.
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Far Eastern University CAMPUS 

OPPORTUNITIES PLAN 
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preservation of established neighborhoods and 

3.) Expand campus property for the purposes of 
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IMPLEMENATION PLAN 

Implementation of the master plan is of 
comprehensive action, aligning with each of the 20
year Campus Physical Development Plans from 
2020-2040. Although the window for realization of 
the master plan is approximately 20 years, many 
factors influence the fruition of projects which may 
result in a longer projected window for growth and 
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Implementation of the master plan is of 
comprehensive action, aligning with each of the 20-
year Campus Physical Development Plans from 

2040. Although the window for realization of 
the master plan is approximately 20 years, many 

ruition of projects which may 
result in a longer projected window for growth and 

development. Implementation of a master plan is a 
fluid and dynamic process which requires 
consistent review and revision based on 
institutional planning and needs. 

There are many recommended projects that are not 
currently factored into the 20 years windows of 
development and are not driven by sequence or 
funding sources. Most of these projects are inserted 
throughout the life of the implementation plan were 
deemed necessary by Far Eastern University 
Administration officials. Many of the projects that 
are sequence- driven are deferred to the later 
development window, but depending upon funding 
could be implemented at any time.

Land acquisition or acquisition of adjoining 
privately owned property will influence the order of 
some projects. Most notably the Students’ 
Dormitory requires a considerable amount of 
location which necessitates acquisition and 
development of the facilities prior to construction. 
The Plan to bridge each building to promote 
accessibility and connectivity is on top of the list. 
University officials charged with land or adjoining 
property acquisition should actively pursue 
available parcels of property ear
development as funding allows. The 
recognizes that at times a single parcel may prevent 
development from progressing and, accordingly, 
there is flexibility in the overall number of campus 
parking stalls to accommodate for potential project 
delays. This plan reflects the spirit of 
University optimization of its land resources to 
grow the institution, since the implementation of 
projects maximizes growth opportunities on campus 
and is not solely dependent upon acquisition of 
property to fulfill the mission of the master p

 

I. Master Plan Phase 

1.Reference information. During this phase the 
researchergathered information based on the Far 
Eastern UniversityTwenty-year Development Plan 
needed to develop acomprehensive assessment of 
the needs, goals, and operationsof the 
includes the academic structure, university
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development. Implementation of a master plan is a 
fluid and dynamic process which requires 
consistent review and revision based on 
institutional planning and needs.  

many recommended projects that are not 
currently factored into the 20 years windows of 
development and are not driven by sequence or 
funding sources. Most of these projects are inserted 
throughout the life of the implementation plan were 

by Far Eastern University 
Administration officials. Many of the projects that 

driven are deferred to the later 
development window, but depending upon funding 
could be implemented at any time. 

Land acquisition or acquisition of adjoining 
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some projects. Most notably the Students’ 
Dormitory requires a considerable amount of 
location which necessitates acquisition and 
development of the facilities prior to construction. 

uilding to promote 
accessibility and connectivity is on top of the list. 
University officials charged with land or adjoining 
property acquisition should actively pursue 
available parcels of property ear-marked for future 
development as funding allows. The plan also 
recognizes that at times a single parcel may prevent 
development from progressing and, accordingly, 
there is flexibility in the overall number of campus 
parking stalls to accommodate for potential project 
delays. This plan reflects the spirit of Far Eastern 
University optimization of its land resources to 
grow the institution, since the implementation of 
projects maximizes growth opportunities on campus 
and is not solely dependent upon acquisition of 
property to fulfill the mission of the master plan.  

1.Reference information. During this phase the 
researchergathered information based on the Far 

year Development Plan 
needed to develop acomprehensive assessment of 
the needs, goals, and operationsof the colleges. This 

the academic structure, university 
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mission, philosophies and community relationships. 
This worksubstantially completed in the end of S.Y. 
2040 but the planmay always be revised based on 
the changing information. 

Through a series of meetings and workshops the 
followinginformation where obtained. 

a) Programmatic Issues- This includes academic, 
athletic, student services, conferences and seminars. 

b) Building Facility Issues- This includes an update 
of the facilities audit to identify current facilities 
status and needs. 

c)Site Issues- This includes the land use, recreation 
fields, pedestrian and vehicular circulation and 
access, parking utilities, and landscaping. 

d)Space Issues- A space plan will be developed to 
include quantity, quality, obsolescence, and 
adjacencies. 

e) Operational Issues- College operations, finances, 
and functional issues will be examined and assessed. 

  

II. Design Phase 

In this phase, strategies and design principles were 
developed that serve as the foundation needed to 
achieve the overall goals and objective of the 
university. These strategies and design principles 
will help to guide the decision-making process as 
the campus evolves. Each component of the Master 
Plan (landscape, open space, facilities needed, 
circulation, access, aesthetics, technologies, utilities, 
etc.) have been developed with consideration of our 
guiding principles. 

Macro scale campus design includes physical plans 
for the various master plan components. Physical 
development priorities were established in this 
phase. Relationship between the various master 
plan components were examined as design solution 
to programmatic priorities. 

This phase of the project took place during the 
years where in the proposals are best suited to be 
put in reality and included numerous work sessions 
and campus reviews. An Illustrative Plan describing 
what the campus will look like in the future is the 

result integrating all the components into the vision 
referred to as the Facilities Master Plan. 

 

III. Implementation Plan Phase 

During this phase, implementation strategies were 
developed to ensure that the plan is realized at the 
end of 2020. 

 

Cost estimated and long-term strategies along with 
a physical development plan addressed the issues 
outlined in the master plan. Processes were 
developed to ensure that the capital planning, 
maintenance, repair, and replacement strategies 
continue and are kept up to date. Combining these 
processes with the academic planning processes 
was deemed very critical. 

 

The plan provides an assessment of current 
facilities and projections for the development of the 
campus districts and outlying areas. The plan also 
includes goals and proposed actions for protecting 
and enhancing the natural environment and 
recommends an interconnecting system of 
transportation and connecting bridges to convey 
students, faculty, and staff to, from, and around the 
campus. It calls for a restriction of the number of 
automobile on campus and the redirection of 
regular vehicular traffic from the center of the 
campus to its periphery. It suggest appropriate 
development and uses of university properties that 
reach into other neighborhoods in the larger 
community. The plan concludes with a list of the 
projects and activities that will be pursued in the 
next succeeding years. 

 

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

Campus design guidelines are intended to promote 
high-quality architecture and contextual design 
throughout campus and enhance the image and 
identity of Far Eastern University. The guidelines 
describe the distinguishing characteristics of the 
architecture and context, and further provide 
specific guidelines for how new buildings and 
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additions should be designed to enhance that 
character. They are intended to establish essential 
relationships with the campus and surrounding 
buildings, and also allow for creative architectural 
expression. Accompanying the guidelines are some 
illustrative examples from other institutions that 
exemplify a range of possible architectural 
expressions that would be appropriate for the 
campus. These guidelines are to be considered for 
future building projects and used by campus 
committees for design review purposes 

 

Design Review Process 

The campus design guidelines overlay existing 
processes involving the campus and the City Hall of 
Manila (Morayta Area of Sampaloc, Manila) and 
Far Eastern University Administration. The design 
guidelines are intended to inform development and 
do not duplicate or otherwise protract the existing 
design and review process. Projects that are subject 
to review by City of Manila Planning Office Far 
Eastern University Administration and include new 
buildings, building additions and major open space 
projects. Design review will be integrated into 
typical Government Agencies of project 
development processes at the following milestones: 

 

Project Concept/Capital Budget Project Request 
Documents: 

The campus, City Planning Division of Manila and 
the Far Eastern University Administration will use 
campus master plan design guidelines to inform 
future projects scopes of work as described in the 
Request for Architectural/Engineering Design 
Services. 

 

Request for Architectural/Engineering Design 
Services: 

The master plan and design guidelines will be 
referenced as contract requirements in this request 
for new buildings, building expansions, parking lot 
development, and new or renovated campus open 
spaces.  

Project Kick-off Meeting: 

 A discussion of the master plan and design 
guidelines, as they relate to specific projects, will 
occur at the commencement of a project. 
Preliminary Review and Division of State Facilities  

 

Peer Review: 

The design consultant will rely on the campus 
master plan guidelines during the development of 
conceptual alternatives. Presentation to the campus 
committees at this 

Juncture will help insure that the project 
development is consistent with the campus master 
plan guidelines. For the preliminary review, the 
design team should present site plan alternatives, 
massing studies, elevations, building and site 
sections, and three- dimensional drawings, as 
needed, to illustrate design intent. 

 

35% Review: 

Projects will be reviewed and commented on by the 
campus committees and City Planning Office 
Administration based on compliance with the 
campus master plan design guidelines at a point 
where the project is approximately 35% complete. 

This review will include site plan, architectural 
floor plans, elevations, design sections and three- 
dimensional drawings, as needed, to illustrate the 
design. Additional information on materials for site 
and building, as well as special site and 
architectural features are expected at this review.  

 

Final Review: 

Projects will also be reviewed at completion of 
design, including the site plan, architectural floor 
plans, elevations, sections and three-dimensional 
drawings, as necessary, to illustrate the project’s 
design. 
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BUILDING MASSING, HEIGHT and 
SETBACKS 

Building design guidelines separate building types 
into three categories: transitional buildings, 
background buildings, and additions and 
renovations. 

Transitional buildings are new buildings that are 
adjacent to historical campus and community 
structures and hence need a compatible relationship 
with these buildings. 

These buildings bridge different eras of building 
design through height, rhythm, scale, proportion, 
massing and setback. 

Background buildings, conversely, are more subtle 
and quiet in their presence and form the edges of 
outdoor spaces. Therefore, these buildings must 
have appropriate massing and scale to fit within the 
context of the respective Morayta Street. 

Additions and renovations need be designed to not 
compromise the existing building, while improving 
the internal and external pedestrian flow and 
enhancing the context of the district. 

 

NEW BUILDING ENTRANCE 

Entrances for new buildings should correspond to 
the pathways and enhance the development of the 
open spaces within the area. It is important to have 
entrances that are scaled appropriately to the size of 
the building and also to the open space it engages. 
Entrances should be detailed for visual interest and 
be transparent for visual connection between the 
interior and exterior spaces. 

 

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN 

Sustainable practices recommended in the 
Sustainable Facilities Policy and Guidelines as 
follows: 

• Portfolio Management and Assessment of Need 

• Property 

• Program Development 

• Integrated Design 

 

• Sustainable Sites 

• Design 

• Water Efficiency 

• Energy & Atmosphere 

• Materials and Resources 

• Indoor Environmental Quality 

• Operation & Maintenance 

• Purchasing of Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment 

• Accountability, Verification and Reporting on 
Results 

Each category list has a guide to inform sustainable 
design practices for state projects, from pre-project 
planning through completion. 

 

FOR PARKING AREAS 

For parking areas on campus to be environmentally 
conscious and neighborhood friendly, the following 
should be considered: 

1. Using bio-retention areas to treat storm water. 

2. Use of landscape islands with shade trees to 
reduce the amount of asphalt surface exposed to 
sunlight, thus reducing ambient air temperatures. 

3. Maintain perimeter landscape buffer to reduce 
visual impact on community and immediate 
neighbors as well as reducing glare from car 
headlights. 

4. Fence perimeter as required, to focus pedestrian 
traffic to desired control points. 

5. Keep parking area well lit with cut-off light 
fixtures that provide appropriate light levels to 
maintain sense of security and prevent light 
pollution into residential areas. 

 

PEDESTRIAN PATHS 
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The campus pedestrian circulation system supports 
the entire university community and is part of the 
campus environment. This network must function 
on several levels: 

 1. The pathway alignment must follow traffic 
patterns and preferred lines of pedestrian circulation 
throughout campus. 

2. The pathway widths and surface must 
accommodate use, volume, service, delivery and 
emergency vehicles. 

3. Pathway design and construction must be highly 
stable, readily maintained and able to withstand the 
harsh Metro Manila area. 
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