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Agriculture is the backbone of the Indian Economy''- said Mahatma Gandhi six decades
ago. Even today, the situation is still the same, with almost the entire economy being sustained by
agriculture, which is the mainstay of the villages. It contributes 16% of the overall GDP and accounts
for employment of approximately 52% of the Indian population. Rapid growth in agriculture is essential
not only for  self-reliance but also to earn  valuable foreign  exchange.
Indian farmers are second to none in production and productivity despite of the fact that millions are
marginal and small farmers. They adopt improved agriculture technology as efficiently as farmers in
developed countries. Agriculture is the largest sector of the rural economy and is a family enterprise.
The world has witnessed the life and servicesof female agricultural labourers who have contributed
much to the progress and wellbeing of the societies, nations and the world atlarge in the social,
economic, cultural and spiritual fields. Agriculture constitutes through human labour, a primary field of
economicactivity and an indispensable field of production. The world of agriculture, which provides
society with the goods it needs for its dailysustenance, isoffundamentalimportance.Labour is a primary
or human factor of production. It indicates human resource. Labourer is a person who owns labour. So
labourer means worker.

Femaleworkparticipationinagriculturedependsontheintensityandrelativegrowthofagriculture.
Women'’s participation in the agriculture is determined by her family situation, education, growth in
job opportunities and thegenerallevelofeconomicactivity.The incidence of women agricultural labour
appears to be connected to factors underlying regional impoverishment. TheAlternativeTheory
placesgreateremphasison economicpressuresthatnecessitatewomen’searningcash incomesthroughwork

Agriculture is still the predominant activity in rural areas and women have remained very
substantially in agriculture, indeedtheir
dependenceonagriculturehasincreasedandgendergapisgrowing. With economic and social growth, the
structure of employment in the economy is expected to shift relatively away fromagriculture and
towards industry and services. The analytical study of various sources has not indicated any such shift
until quiterecently.

Outside the home. Generally, in poor families,women have to participate in wage labour
regardless of child care anddomestic work.It appears to be the women from poor regions who appear
to predominate regionally as agricultural labourers. Botheconomicandsocial-
culturalfactorsdeterminefemale participation inruralagriculture sector.

In developing countries, the majorities of the women are engaged in agriculture and related
pursuits. Nearly 80 per cent ofthe economically active women in sub-Saharan Africa and at least half in
Asia except West Asia is in agriculture. Accordingto 2014census, 79.13 per cent of rural women
including scheduled castes in India have been reported to be engaged in agriculture. In urbanarrears,
their proportion is 19.11 per cent. The Indian census categories their engaged in agriculture into two
broad divisions-cultivatorsandAgricultural
labourers.Ingeneral,thelabourclassespeciallywomenoccupyalowerandvulnerablestatus
inagrarianhierarchy than cultivators. The increasing employment of womenas agricultural labourers and
their displacementfrom the category ofcultivatorsmeansa gradualdeclineintheirstatusfromself-producerto
wage earner.
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Impact of Women labours participation in Agriculture:

The major part of the Indian economyincluding agriculture andits workers continues tobe
inunorganizedsector. Thepicture of labour contribution by sex in production of rice reports that
women perform two -thirds to virtually of all the labour in awide variety of agricultural activities.
They work along with the male members in
agriculturalactivitiesonfarms. Asalabourer,theiractivitiescanbebroadlydividedintotwocategories:Income
producingandIncomesupplementing.

There has been on increase in the participation rate of female labour in agriculture. Particularly
rural women play animportant role in all stages of crop production from land
preparationthroughharvestingand post-harvesting process. Women inmany agricultural countries, form
an organic component of the work force.

Women arehired as wage agricultural labourers. Byemployinginagriculturesector as
agricultural labourers, women provide livelihoodandbetter opportunitiesto the
membersofmanypoorhouseholdsandenhancetheirstatusinthesociety.The =~ amount  of = women’s
agricultural work was determined mode by type of crop. Cost of thehouseholds derives income from
rice cultivation by selling their labour of tire members of farms larger than their own.

The economic role of women cannot
beisolatedfromdevelopment. Thegovernmentsofdevelopingcountrieshaverealizedtheneedforequalpartici
pationofwomenandmen ineverysphere ofnationallife forthebetterstandardofliving. The importance of
women’s contribution to the achievement of national economic and social goals was initially
pronouncedat the United Nations International Women’s year conference in Mexico City in 1975. The
new industrial organization made womenan integral part of new economic order and an important part
of its manpower resources.

To contribute to economic development, women must engage themselvesin what is called
‘economic’ or ‘painful’ activity. For a full integration of women in economic development, women
must enter the labour force on equal footing withmen.Women hold a significant position of distinct
characteristics in the family and society. No society can develop fully without asignificant
contribution of women towards its development.

Women tend toutilise their earnings more on basic needs of the households and particularly on
improving the wellbeing ofthe children. As a worker, women have greater concern and awareness
about the futureof the family and members.The basic purpose of employmentis enhancement of
income. Employment brings in positive income, contributes to anincrease in household income.lt is
also observedthat employment of women has often greater impacton reducing poverty andmisery. The
sector-wiseactivity also plays an important role in determining women workers’ contribution tosocio-
economic improvement of household andits members.Women contribute to developmentnot only
through remunerated work, but also through a great deal of unremunerated work.

Agricultural labour in India

One of the most distinguishing features of rural economy of India has been the increasing the
number of agricultural workers,cultivators and agricultural labourers engaged in crop production
during last several decades in the year 1901 The number of agricultural labourers were 17.5 million
according to the census report of 1951 the total number of persons engaged in Agricultural labourers
were 27.50 million. This shows that during the first half ofthe century the number ofagricultural
laborers has beenincreasedtremendously.
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Classificationofworkingpopulation.(Inmillion)

Year | Population | Cultivators | AgricultureLabour | OtherWorkers | Total

1901 | 236.28 51.75 17.26 41.7 110.71
1911 | 252.12 58.47 24.06 359 121.30
1921 | 251.35 61.60 19.65 43.0 117.75
1951 | 279.02 57.67 22.11 54.7 120.67
1951 | 356.86 69.74 27.50 96.6 139.42
1961 | 439.24 99.62 31.52 100.6 188.68
1971 | 548.16 78.27 47.49 64.72 180.48
1981 | 665.16 102.27 64.41 77.93 244.61
1991 | 838.60 110.70 74.60 128.83 314.13
2001 | 1028.73 127.30 106.95 168.0 402.20
2011 | 121.00 118.70 144.33 218.7 481.7

Source: Various Census Reports of Government of India.

In 1961 the number of agricultural labour was 31.52 million. It rose to 106 and 144.33 in 2001
and 2011 respectively. Thisshows that during the 21th century the numbers of agricultural labourers
shows continuously increasing trends. The table given bellow shows the growth of agricultural
labourers in India.

Agricultural sector is still recognized as a key sector in Telangana according to census 2011,
there is 63 percent populationdependent on agriculture. In total work force agricultural labourer
constitute 37.18 per cent. The number of agricultural labour iscontinuously increasing. All work
activities in the farms are done by agricultural labour as well as the women workers considerabledoing
various activities in the farm. Exception of some work like sowing all their works i.e., Field
preparation, manure and fertilizerapplication, plant protection measures, irrigation weeding
transplanting, thinning, harvesting, threshing these all-work activities done by the women labourer.
Impact of Women’s in Economic Development Process

The economic contribution of women labourers to their house holds and there by to society is
never ending. Women labourers are an integralpartof economic and social life and an ingredient for
economic development. It isincreasingly recognized that a more rational use of the potential of
agricultural women could accelerate the pace of economic andsocial progress and thereby contribute
to the overall welfare of humankind. The development process of an economy and social development
has not only by-passed rural women, but their traditionalrolesand statusin the society has been altered
adversely by the nature of development process itself.

The role of women labourers inagriculture is presented in a hopeful manner to present and
analyse the level of social economic development. The different potentialbenefits accruing to women
from their involvement in agriculture are income, control of valuable agricultural labour and
decisionmaking. It is generally an acceptedfact that the participation in economic activities and
economic contribution is a crucial factor toimprove their standard of living. This is further
underscoredby the fact that her earnings increase the aggregate income level of poorhouseholds and
women spend much larger share of their earnings to basic family maintenance.

Women play a particularly important role in theagriculture sector of developing nations.
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Women labour may be interpreted as a resource to be recognized and appreciated and whichhastobe
treated as human resource and not like other material resources. It s
assumedthatwomenareagreatasset. They cancontribute a great deal to the achievement of national
goals. It is also realized that participation of agricultural women is necessary
toenhancetheresource,themorethe nationinvestsinitswomen thegreaterthereturn.

Female agricultural labourers as partners in economic and social development is a well-
recognized fact today. Although
thefemaleworkersintheagriculturesectorreceivesolittlefromtheeconomy,theyperformdualproductiveeco
nomicroleasan unpaid labour at home and in the fields and paid  labourers out side home.
Unfortunately, the major contribution of these labourers has not been recognised and not fully taken
into account and quantified. The role of women and particularly poor women labourers is yet to be
fully appreciated. The sectoral occupational distribution of women workers in rural areas is typical of
the livelihood pattern of under developed traditional and primarily subsistence agricultural economy.
By giving right type of opportunities, orientation andencouragement, women members can play amore
meaningful role in agriculture and society and contribute to the rural and economic development.

Women Agriculture Labourin Telangana

The female Agricultural labourers despite contributing to the rural economy on par with men
encounter in numerable difficulties in the existing socio-economic framework of the society. Rural
female labourers constitute one of the most vulnerable sections of our society. Though women’s
participation in the labour market is much lower than that of males, rural females have amuch high work
participation rate compared to urban families and the rural female work force has shown much faster
increase. As farasoccupationaldiversificationisconcerned, thebulk ofruralworkersarestill intheagriculture
sector.

Womenplays a key role inthe agriculture sector; they are particularly indispensablein rice
cultivation. Women have beenthe backbone of rural society who is shouldering multifarious
responsibilities in household chores. The women agricultural labourers hire out their personal labour
on the fields, sweating for lower wages to contribute to ward shousehold earnings.

The status of women isintimatelyconnected with their economic position, which depends upon
the opportunities forparticipationineconomicactivities. Gender role denotes to the role of women as a sex
category are being discriminated socially,economicallyand politically. The status of women is largely
depending on the availability of employment for women. The casualnature of employment, absence of
opportunities to improve the skills, segregation of work, unequal wages, exploitative conditions ofwork,
commercialization and mechanization of agriculture are some of the problems that have oppressed the
female Agricultural labourers. The unorganized and illiterate character of labour force, seasonal and
transient nature of agricultural operations is the causefornon-observance ofstatutory provisions.
Concentration of vast number of women in this field also reduced the bargaining capacity of labourers.It
also affected the wage pattern of these labourers.

The occupational structure of female work participation shows that most of them are still
engaged in agriculture sector. Thisindicates that working womenare mainly employed in low-paid
unorganized sector owing to their low literacy level and lack of skill.Hence, a rise in female work
participation need not necessarily be reflective of their improved status. The level and
occupationaldistribution of female work participation is a pointer to their continuing low socio-
economic conditions in the society. This explains to the growing feminisation of poverty, particularly
in the rural areas. The women who suffer from acute poverty join the work force forlessening the
discrimination with in the household, but it actually makes them worse off by discriminating more.
They are doublyd is advantaged with burden.

Contribution of Women labours in Agriculture
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Among the poor, a high proportion of house hold income is generated by women’s work.
Poorly remunerated as it is, and female headed households are fairly common and increasing. Women
continue toremaininthe secondary position in the family though she makes economic contribution for
the up liftment of her family. Due to cultural bondage and traditional norms and ideology, women are
ascribed assecondary earnersand male earnersin
thehouseholdsareregardedasprimaryorpotentialearners.

The depressed earnings of poor women workersin agriculture sector should be a matter of great
concern. The quantitativecontribution of these women workersto their family incomes not only
significant but the qualitative contribution is also of immensevalue to their families. They spend a
portion of their earnings on the upbringing and the betterment of the family members.
Wageemploymentmay be a women’s only access to an independent source of cash income over which
she can have control. Through women Agricultural labourers contributed substantially to the family
income, they exercised no control over their earnings.

The relative position of the female agricultural labourers to that of cultivators seems to have
deteriorated. Agricultural labourers are the weakest among the weaker sections of our rural population
and are most unfortunate ones.

Women Cultivators are Labourers

Rural participation rate of potential workers is an important determinant of total workers in
agriculture. Women constitutenearly half of the total population of our country. Women since time
immemorial have formed an organic segment of the workingforce and played a considerably equal
role in agriculture. They along with male workers have not only been attending to the variousfield
operations like transplanting, weeding, but their contribution is in no way lesser in many harvesting
and post-harvestingoperations like harvesting, threshing, winnowing and storage. They have provided
much of the unpaid family labour in agriculture. In developing economies, the growth of population
is always reflected in the agricultural workforce, as agriculture does not require any special skill or
training. With in agriculture labour force,the proportion of women is more compared to men and their
contribution in agriculture and farm activities is also greater.

Agriculture is the most essential andintegral part of the life of female labourers. Agriculture
can affect every aspect oftheir life. Female Agricultural labourers have an even more direct and
intimate link with the productive process of agriculture. Thestatus of females as labourers is very low,
they contribute as much as 75 percent to subsistence and in societies, where the status ofwomen is
high, they contribute at least 30 per cent to subsistence. This present research study of the performance
and contribution of female poor labourers in the field of agriculture and as well as their economic and
social development has to be revealed theirsignificance in an agrarian economy and development.
Their role and contribution cannot be separated from the contribution of other labourers of an
economy developer.

Effective WomenParticipationinAgriculture

A rural woman, though in reality is an equal partner of man in agriculture, suffers from many
handicaps, which stall hereffective participation in the development process. The society itself is not
conscious of the impact of the role she plays as ahomemaker and as an agricultural producer.Inview of
theseproblemsstatedabove,there is animperative need tostudy
aridanalyseindetailtheconditionofworkersespeciallythewomenlabourersinunorganizedagriculturesector
. Thisspecialconsideration is a help to raise their status in their own communitiesbut also to bring them
socially at par with other women in allspheres of life. Thus, this socio-economic study is necessary
and meaningful to understandtheemergingpattern of status and roleof femaleAgricultural
labourersinrural areas as a person, as a family member and as a member of society.The present
researchstudy is more concentrated onthe female labourers who are engaged in agricultureespecially in

ISSN : 2581-7175 ©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved Page 995



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 6 Issue 2,Mar-Apr 2023
Available at www.ijsred.com

ricecultivation. Withinprimarysector, female workers predominate as agricultural labourers intermsof
occupational structure, this district has witnessed theimportance and role of female agriculture
labourers. A huge reservoir of labour is trapped in a slow growing, primarily agrarian economy with
negligible possibilities in the non-agricultural sectors.

The survival of the poor people depends upon the level of employment opportunities. The
employment is a means to raise thestandard of living and to reduce the level of poverty of the working
households. The contribution of female agriculture labourers ismany,at the same time,the benefits
received by them from the economy is less and make them backward in economically and socially.It is
a fact that the development in economic position of these labourers should change the economic
structure of the ruraleconomy.

The absolute majority of work in agriculture have put millions of women in a disadvantage
position and made themvulnerable. As a direct result of their predominance in agriculture sector,
women’s contribution to production and growth is notadequately accounted and recognized. The
labour participation of women and other proportional contribution to total family incomeare the
highest in households with the lowesteconomicstatus. The poorest families are the most dependent
upon women’s economicactivity. Women play a vital role in socio- economic development of our
country. Their contribution to agricultural development is quite significant even as they work under
severe limitations.

Conclusion

The problem of rural agricultural labour is a problem ofwomen. The scheduled caste women
have lagged behind ineducational attainment and consequently in theprocess ofmodern change. The
relatively high participation rates of scheduled caste women as agricultural  labourers were largely
the outcome of economic compulsions.  The basic objective in the case of this socially and
economically backward section of rural society was for survival and sustenance. The factors like less
education combined with low earning and low employment occupations such as casual labourers in
agriculture have provided a great chance ofbeing poor and make the women socially and economically
backward. Several studies conducted on female labour in agriculture have stopped short of a
systematic attempt to look into socio-economic dimensions ofthe problem. Thus, it is hoped that it
would help in working out measures for reducing the magnitude of the problem faced by female
agricultural labourers.
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