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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of separatist agitation on socioeconomic development. a survey design was
employed, utilizing structured questionnaires administered in Anambra, Imo, and Enugu States. The study
population comprised three local government areas from each state, selected through a combination of
simple random and purposive sampling techniques. A total of 298 respondents were sampled. Data
collection involved qualitative methods through primary sources, including institutional and official
documents, and analyzed using descriptive statistics and logistic regression to identify predictors of the
impact of separatist agitation. Logistic regression analysis identified significant predictors of the impact of
separatist agitation on economic activities. The study highlights that separatist agitation significantly
disrupts economic activities, social cohesion, and infrastructure development in South-Eastern states. The
findings suggest a need for targeted economic recovery programs for men and individuals with higher
education, focused urban infrastructure rehabilitation, and integrated community support programs.
Addressing urban-rural disparities and implementing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks are
essential for effective recovery and development. These recommendations aim to mitigate the adverse effects
of separatist movements and support sustainable socio-economic growth in the region.
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Unfortunately, the dominant political elites have not
INTRODUCTION

] o ) found any practical solution to this challenge.
Separatist agitations which have been a regular

feature of Nigerian politics, remain a veritable tool
for the expression of discontent with the Nigerian
state and a platform for demanding adequate political
accommodation. With the aid of hindsight, these
separatist agitations that date back to the era of
British colonial administration cannot be adequately
explained outside the context of poor leadership and
the absence of an ideology with mass appeal
(Tamuno, 1970). The interplay of power and forces
between different ethnic nationalities that resort to
separatist agitations has constantly threatened the
continued existence of the Nigerian state.

The return of democracy in 1999 raised hopes that
the enormous challenges besetting the Nigerian state,
including separatist agitations, would be concretely
addressed. The expectation was that democratic
practice with its ideals of fairness, freedom, justice,
equity and participation could provide a platform for
accommodation that could address the issue. But
events since then have shown that the challenge
rather than being solved is exacerbating. By 1999,
the Odua People’s Congress was the main group
making separatist demands because of the annulment
of the June 12, 1993 election which was believed to
have been won by late MKO Abiola, a Yoruba from
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the Southwest. Today a plethora of separatist groups
and social movements, with diverse aims and targets,
exists in the six geopolitical zones of the country.
The division of the country into six geopolitical
zones (although not constitutionally recognized but
which has become a platform for political
accommodation by the government) seems to have
aggravated the proliferation of separatist groups
since it has made ethnic mobilization a bit easier for
the specific ethnic groups occupying the different
geopolitical zones.

It is within the above context that we can locate
separatist agitations among the Igbo ethnic group in
Southeast, Nigeria. The existence of separatist
movements such as the Movement for the
Actualization of Sovereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB), Biafra Zionist Movement (BZM) and
the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) all point to
the perceived feelings of marginalization and
discrimination of the Igbos. These ill-feelings which
are part of the issues that led to the Nigerian-Biafran
Civil War between 1967 and 1970 have persisted till
date. The post war character of Nigerian politics in
which the Igbo ethnic group appears to have been
permanently denied the apex political position has
not helped matters. Ironically, despite the cries of
marginalization among the Igbos, the ideology and
modus operanda of these separatist movements have
always been in conflict with that of the mainstream
Igbo political elite and leadership. Hence, often, they
all appear to speak in discordant tunes.

On 30 May 1967, Lieutenant Colonel C. Odumegwu
Emeka Ojukwu, the military governor of Nigeria’ s
eastern region, declared the independence of the

‘ Republic of Biafra Ojukwu led a breakaway
movement composed primarily of ethnic Igbos who
had suffered persecution and massacre at the hands
of supporters of Nigeria’s Federal Military
Government (FMG). Refusing to acknowledge the
secession, the FMG, led by Major General Yakubu
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Gowon, invaded Biafran territory in July,
commencing a brutal civil war that spanned two and
a half years and claimed the lives of between half a
million and two million Nigerians Lester and Coster
(2006).

The federal character principle is one of many
policies for the integration of different ethnic groups
in the country. It suggests an attempt to build a nation
where equal opportunities abound and where every
individual can feel that he/she has equal chance to
participate in society and politics without the bias of
ethnic affiliations Lenshie (2014), unfortunately, the
federal character principle has under-represented
different ethnic groups in Nigeria and has not been
fair as it should be. This statement is supported by
Bello (2012), who points out that although ‘the
purpose of the principle of federal character is
laudable, unfortunately, the application and
operation of the principle tended to differentiate
rather than integrate Nigeria.  Ukpere (2012),
Nonetheless, Okolo argues that, against the ills of
federal character principle, national integration is
pivotal and absolutely necessary for the stability of
the country Bello (2012).

Many challenges and problems have emerged to put
pressure on Nigeria’ s fragile economy and social
security, factors which are leading towards state
failure. The most pressing issue concerning security
for the Nigerian people is the issue of terrorism
amongst Nigerians themselves. The needs of every
person in society revolve around food, shelter and
clothing. Currently, support for a separate state of
Biafra is resurging in Nigeria, which mainly takes
the form of separatist agitation, including terrorism
in a minority of extreme cases. There are widespread
dissatisfactions among South-Eastern Nigerian
protesters with the way that the Nigerian government
governs the country. In this study, due emphasis is
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given to the stresses and strains encountered by
Nigerians.

Thus, disintegration, secession, civil strife, civil war,
minority agitation, and violent conflicts, all of which
would normally be considered aberrant to ‘normal’
state formation, are quite common threats or actual
occurrences in divided states. It is not surprising
therefore that divided states have devised some of
the most innovative and delicate systems of
government. Most states practice some variant of the
federal solution, with the emphasis on political
accommodation and inter-segmental balance. This
emphasis has made it necessary and expedient to
adopt instrumentalities that mitigate the effects of
majoritarianism, as well as promote inclusion, equity,
and distributive justice between the different salient
groups. Yet, and despite the precautions taken,
divided states remain perennially unstable and many
survive on the brink of collapse and disintegration
(Rabushka and Shepsle 1972).

Although these analyses are rich and revealing, they
essentially suffer from disjointed empiricism, and as
such unable to adequately illuminate the
understanding of the renewed Yoruba Nation
separatist agitations. There is, thus, a need to address
this knowledge gap in an effort to further enrich the
extant literature. It is against this backdrop that this
study seeks to problematize the implications of
political leadership for the rising wave of Ibo
separatist agitations in the South Eastern geo-
political zone of Nigeria, in addition to exploring the
linkages between political and
deteriorating material conditions of people that have
affected the socioeconomic development of the

governance

region.

Conceptualization and Literature Review

Separatist Movement: Secession is the most
extreme form of separatism which may be defined as
the advocacy of a state of cultural, ethnic, tribal,
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religious, racial or political separation from the
parent state and its majority population. Separatism
may take a variety of forms and is a matter of degree,
rather than a binary (all-or-nothing) feature,
consisting in a range of positions along a continuum
of independence from the state’s authority to include:
(a) claims for special rights, permissions, privileges,
benefits or exemptions concerning the group’s
cultural rites and traditional practices; (b)
preferential access to resources controlled by the
state; and (c) a measure of political autonomy and
self-rule up to and including independent statehood.
At the extreme end of this continuum lies
independent statehood that is the outcome of
secession (Wood, 1981).

While secessionists are by definition also separatists
the inverse is not necessarily true becouse many
separatist groups pursue an agenda that stops short
of independent statehood. However, despite this
conceptual distinction, a clear division between
separatism and secessionism is unsustainable. For
example, many secessionist groups start as separatist,
pursuing lesser forms of autonomy than independent
statehood, and become secessionist as these demands
are rebuffed. Similarly, many secessionist groups
may be prepared to settle for a lesser degree of
autonomy than independent statehood and employ
the demand to secede as a bargaining tool to achieve
separatist goals.

While there is nothing inherent to separatism that
requires the use of violence in its pursuit, most states
fiercely resist attempts by sub-groups to secede or
attain a significant measure of political autonomy by
employing coercion, this always prompts an equally
violent and uncompromising response from
separatists for whom the state’s tactics only serve as
a validation of their demands. The consequence of
this mutually reinforcing obduracy is an escalating
war of attrition as each side attempts to demonstrate
its ability to ‘out wait’ the other while placing itself
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in a superior position to extract concessions in future
negotiations. Many attempted and successful
secessions in recent history, only a small minority
have not resulted in significant violence, destruction
of property or loss of life, e.g. the Quebecois in
Canada, the departure of Norway from Sweden in
1905, the secession of Singapore from Malaysia in
1965 and the separation of the Czech Republic and
Slovakia in 1993 (Young, 1994).

A negotiated settlement requires a degree of
rationality amongst the belligerents who must agree
a common framework in order to critically evaluate
and adjudicate rival claims, that neither assumes the
impermissibility of secession, nor leaves any
participant worse off than before the settlement. In
contrast, if the reasons underlying the decisions and
behaviors of separatists are not amenable to rational
analysis but are instead ‘hardwired’ into the group’s
members or attributable to emotive, irrational or
naturalistic factors then there can be no practical
purpose to a negotiated settlement since the various
parties to it could not be relied upon to abide by its
terms. In emphasis: where a group’s desire to secede
and willingness to use violence in its pursuit is innate
or beyond the purview of a rational cost/benefit
calculation directed towards securing the group’s
long-term welfare, then even a settlement that
maximized the group’s interests may be insufficient
to secure peace. Therefore, the corollary of failing to
affirm the premise of rationality is to endorse the
proposition that the only viable way of ending
separatist conflicts is for one side to achieve a
military victory that renders all other parties unable
to continue hostilities, i.e. an enduring peace is only
possible once a clear victor has emerged.

Socioeconomic Development: Socioeconomic
development, like the definition of development
adopted here, emphasizes progress in terms of

economic and social factors within a geographic unit.

Economic development is the process of raising the
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level of prosperity through increased production,
distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Social development, on the other hand, refers to the
complexity of social dynamics and focuses on (1) the
social concerns of the people as objectives of
development and (2) people-centered, participatory
approaches to development. Social development is
about inclusiveness, social justice and the common
good. Indicators of social development provide
comparative information about areas such as income,
poverty, employment, employment security,
education, health, crime and civic participation.
Sometimes social development indicator lists also
have included information about the environment.
Richard Estes, a co-developer of Hong Kong’s social
report in 2000, noted that the report included a
subindex on environmental quality with ratings of
solid waste recycling, beaches, public open space
and fresh water consumption.

The purpose of economic development is to improve
the social and material well-being of all individuals
and social institutions with the goal of achieving the
highest possible level of human development.
Socioeconomic development, therefore, requires the
integration of economic and social development.
Progress in the quality of social and economic life
should only be seen as progress if it is rights based
and minimally affects, conserves or improves the
natural environment

Nationalism and Ethnicity: Though the concept of
nationalism is not new however there is no
consensus among scholars about the concept. This
ambiguity and confusion is not only with the concept
of nationalism but with most concepts in social
sciences have plurality of meaning. This fact is
universally admitted and that’s why John Hall (1993)
declared “as the historical record is diverse so too
must be our concepts”. Hayes (1928) one of the
pioneers in the study of nationalism, emphasized the
political and emotional nature of nationalism when
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he said that nationalism is “a condition of mind in
which loyalty to the ideal or to the fact of one’s
national state is superior to all other loyalties and of
which pride in one’s nationality and belief in its
intrinsic excellence and its mission are integral
parts.” Kohn (1951) corroborated Hayes view, that
nationalism as first and foremost a state of mind, an
act of consciousness.

However, according to the Encyclopedia of
nationalism (200). Nationalism is an ideology
promoting nationhood, a strong sense of collective
identity and solidarity among a wide population (also
called nation) on the basis of their common language,
culture heritage, religion or citizenship in a state.
International encyclopedia of the social science
(1968) examines nationalism as a political creed that
underlies cohesion of modern societies and
legitimizes their claim to authority. Nationalism
centers the supreme loyalty of the overwhelming
majority of the people upon the nation state, either
existing or desired. Nairn (1977) postulate that
“Nationalism is the pathology of modern
development history, as inescapable as, “neurosis in
the individual, with much the same essential
ambiguity, attaching to it, a similar built-in-capacity
for decent in to dementia, rooted in the dilemmas of
helplessness thrust upon most of the world and
largely incurable.”

Deutsch (1969), the American political scientist
represents the school of thought that sees nationalism
as the product of modernization and social
mobilization. He opined that nationalism
accompanies ‘“the growth of market, industries and
towns and eventually of literacy and mass
communication.” He defines that there is a state of
mind by which “national messages, memories and
images receive a preferred status in social
communication and a greater weight in the making
of decisions in Deutsch’s opinion, a nationalist
devotes greater attention to those messages which
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carry specific symbols of nationality, or which
originate from a  specific nationalism as
“national source”. Gellner (1993) postulated that
“Nationalism is not the awakening of nations to self-
consciousness; it invents nations where they do not
exist.” His point of view is that nationalism is
primarily a political principle which joins political
and the national units together. In his opinion,
nationalism as a sentiment or as a movement can be
defined in terms of this principle.

However, Smith (2004) examine nationalism as an
ideological movement for attaining and maintaining
autonomy, unity and identity on behalf of a group
deemed by some of its members to constitute an
actual or potential “nation” He went further that
nationalism often seeks to create, the nation, even if
it pretends that the nation already exists. Nationalism
is more than a collective sentiment or discourse
which combines an ideology with a potential
movement with clear goals of national autonomy
unity and identify. Furthermore, to this end,
nationalism posits a nation that is continuous,
developing over time, and rooted in a specific terrain.
Nationalisms importance lies in its ability to provide
a blue print of nationhood for aspiring ethnics, at the
end Smith described nationalism in the following
way. “The world is divided into following way.”
“The world is divided into nations, each with our
character, history and destiny, secondly, the nation is
the sources of all political power, and thirdly, an
individual primary loyalty must be to her or his
nation. Fourthly, to be free, individuals must realize
themselves in the nation”. Fifthly, all nations must
have maximum autonomy and self-expression and
finally, a world of peace and justice require free
nations (Smith, 2004).

Nationalism is hence taken to be a largely dynamic
principle capable of endangering hopes, emotions
and action. Itis a vehicle for activating human beings
and creating political solidarity amongst them for the
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purpose of achieving a common goal (Alter, 1989:9).
Bradford (1986) succinctly examines nationalism as
a love for one’s own country coupled with a
disregard if not dislike for other countries. An
extraneous force or threat, an outside antagonism can
create, heighten, or adoption. This elementary
nationalism springs from the basis “us” versus “them”
conflict.

Bradford (1986) elaborated further that nationalism
is that of a group consciousness that attributes great
value to the nation state, to which answering
devotion is tendered, the individual closely identifies
with the state and feels that his wellbeing depends to
a large extent, if not completely on its wellbeing. In
the 20th century, nationalism has generally been
regarded as an agreement among the inhabitants of a
given area — which, for one reason or another,
identify with one another to maintain their unity,
independence, and sovereignty and to pursue certain
broad and mutually acceptable goals. Be that as it
may, it is possible to identify certain factors that
contribute to the development of nationalistic
feelings. The nation usually occupies an integral
territory and has a common language frequently a
majority of the inhabitants share the same religion,
basic political ideas in common and display similar
traits of character.

Regionalism: Regional cleavages and identities
evolved from the structures created and consolidated
by the colonialists in the process of state formation
in Nigeria. The most fundamental of the cleavages is
that between the North and South, these being the
initial structures of the colonial state which were
administered separately even after the two units were
amalgamated in 1914. The other cleavages emerged
with the introduction of a three-region structure
(North, East, and West) in 1946. A fourth region,
Mid-West, was created in 1963, but partly because
of its status as home to minorities, the creation did
not fundamentally alter the tripartite regional

Available at www.ijsred.com

structure existing before the First Republic was
sacked by the military in 1966. The ethnic majority-
minority cleavage and the majoritarian basis of
politics took roots within these structures. The
emergent elite were regionalized from inception, and
especially after 1946 when the political space was
opened to more Nigerian participation, the majority
elite segment deployed strategies of ethnic
mobilization and exclusionary politics to establish
hegemonic control of the regions.

With the meaning of regionalism reduced to “North
for Northerners”, “East for Easterners” and ‘“West
for Westerners”, a discriminatory system under
which people from other regions living in these areas
were deprived of rights and privileges and excluded
from the political process has become entrenched.
This was how the infamous distinction between
indigenes and non-indigenes strengthened. Although
the erstwhile regions were abrogated in 1966, they
remain crucial political cleavages for reasons which
have already been advanced. They also provide the
basis for new forms of exclusionary politics that
have evolved alongside new political-administrative
structures and reinforced discrimination against non-
indigenes, namely ‘statism’ and ‘localism’.

Another category of regional identities that has
gained currency is the one that developed around the
six geo-political zones into which the country was
divided in 1996 for the purpose of sharing and
rotating federal power and resources — Northeast,
Northwest, North central, Southwest, Southeast, and
South south (cf. Agbaje 1998). To a large extent, the
zones reinforce the old regional cleavages: the
Southwest and Southeast are coterminous with the
Yoruba core of the old West and Igbo core of the old
East respectively; Northwest covers the so-called
‘core-North’; Northeast is the core of the old ‘Borno
axes of the North; North central encompasses the old
Middle Belt. In fact, leaders of this zone have a
strong clamour for the name to reflect the old reality);
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and South south covers the old league of Southern
minorities. Even so, the old regional divisions
remain very strong, particularly with the efforts by
the various elite segments to re-organize along old
regional lines. A case in point is the Northern elite,
which, through organizations like the Northern
Elders Forum and the Arewa Consultative Forum,
has continued to mobilize around the theme of pan-
regional unity.

Empirical Review

Impact of  Separatist Movement
Socioeconomic Development in Nigeria
The final set of identities which fall under Geertz’s
category of civil ties, are those further distinguished
by their non-territorial character. The main identities
here include class, gender, and a host of generational
identities, of which the most important is youth. In
the 1970s and 1980s, when the modernization-
radical political economy debate dominated the

on

scene, an examination of identities in Nigeria would
have been reduced to a debate of whether class or
ethnicity was more real, but the matter has been
resolved in terms of the acknowledgement that both
have important consequences for each other. Class
interests underlie supposedly ethnic mobilization
and demands, but at the same time, ethnic divisions
have stymied the process of class solidarity (Otite
1979). Gender and youth have also emerged as
critical and active identities, especially in the
struggle for rights and privileges. What is more,
gender and youth identities in many parts of the
country have strong ethnic complexions, especially
in the Niger Delta region where violent minority
nationalism has been on the rise since the 1990s.

Having outlined the various functional identities in
Nigeria, and the ways in which they are inter-
connected, the next task is to further elaborate on
them in terms of definition, prevalence and action
trajectories. For this purpose, the focus will be on
what may be called primary identities that provide
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the most basic divisions or cleavages from which
other identities take their cues and are constructed.
Broadly, the basic identities are ethnicity, religion,
regionalism, class, gender and youth.

Aiyede (2006) examine ethnicity as a social
phenomenon associated with interaction among
different ethnic groups. To him, ethnic groups are
social formations distinguished by communal
character of their boundaries. Aiyede (2006) opines
that, the relevant communal factor may be language,
culture or both. Akombo (2009) postulate that
ethnicity has continued to bread the sense of
antagonism, confrontation, intimidation and
marginalization as well as victimization. Augustine
(2003) opined that the differences which exist in
most countries, but observe that the differences are
insignificant and states that ethnicity can only be
understood if it is related to opportunities for
economic survival.

However, Boaten (2000) succinctly examine
ethnicity as a group of people with a common socio-
cultural identity such as language, common
worldview, religion and common cultural traits.
Kendall (2007) corroborates that ethnicity is s
collection of people distinguished by others or by
themselves primarily on the basis of cultural or
nationality characteristics. These characteristics may
include; (a) unique cultural traits such as language,
clothing, holidays, religious practices, (b) a sense of
community, (c¢) a feeling of ethnocentrisms, (d)
ascribed membership from birth and (e) territoriality
or the tendency for an ethnic group to occupy a
distinct geographical area by choice and or for self-
protection. Ethnicity as a concept evolved from a
Greek word ethnos, which means “people of the
same ancestry” (Lenshie & Johnson, 2012).
Ethnicity is a group of people who share a common
and distinctive culture (Imobighe, 2003). According
to Nnoli (1978) ethnicity is an act of ethnocentrism,
which he identified as attitudinal, meant to

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 236



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025

demonstrate ethnic prides and belonging to an ethnic
group. Ethnicity at this point is not harmful because
it objective is to re-enforce mutual trust and
connection amongst people of the same cultural
affinities. This means that ethnicity is functional to
generating the required internal cohesion and
solidarity and also re-enforces the need to provide
natural security for each other, and to also promote a
sense of identity (Nnoli, 1994).

Notwithstanding, ethnicity can also be transformed
to enhance one competitive efficiency in the political
market place. Nnoli (1995) in this connection
buttresses that ethnicity, due to political struggles
over power, control of the means of allocating
resources in multiethnic state; it is capable of
generating ethnic conflicts. Ethnic paroxysm
transforms ethnic groups into militia groups
mobilized to assert for ethnic dominance or change
in the status quo of any society, Barth (1969) Connor
(1978) Berghe (1981) and Smith (1982), they
corroborated that ethnicity as having socially and
politically constructed boundaries, based upon one
or more of the above characteristics that are socially
attributed by both the in-and- out-groups.

However, Nnoli (1978) opined that ethnic groups are
distinct social groups with cultures norms and values
been the defining attributes. Ethnicity therefore is the
fallout of the interaction between members of ethnic
groups, mostly within a plural society. Furthermore,
Nnoli (1978) intends that ethnicity result from the
contextual discrimination by members of one group
against others on the basis of some exclusive criteria
such as language, boundaries and culture and that it

was a creature of the colonial and post-colonial order.

Otite (1990) corroborated Nnoli view by contending
members of one group against others on the basis of
differentiate systems of socio-cultural symbols.

Azeez (2004) succinctly examine ethnicity as a sense
of people hood that has its foundation in the
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combined remembrance of past experience and
common aspiration. It is therefore evidence as Eteng
(2004) observed that ethnicity is a derivative of the
ethnic group, which forms the basis of its articulation
and activation, that is, it the existence of the group
that makes ethnicity possible. According however,
ethnicity does not exist outside the unit or group that
embodies it. To this Enloe (1978) postulated that
“ethnicity is looked upon as unreal, an artificial basis
of identification and collective organization, insured
up by outsiders looking for an efficient instrument of
political and economic control.” It is therefore
considered a strategic weapon chosen by a
disadvantaged group as a new mode of seeking
political redress, or by a privileged group in order to
protect its advantages. Thus, Cox (1970) see
ethnicity or ethnic group generally as a socio-cultural
entity while inhabiting the same state, country or
economic area, consider themselves biologically,
culturally, linguistically or socially distinct from
each other and most often view their relation in
actual or potentially antagonistic terms.

Hutchinson and Smith (1996) opined that ethnicity is
the sense of kinship, group solidarity and common
culture to which it refers it as old as the historical
record, ethnic communities have been present in
every period and on every continent have played an
important role in all societies. The sense of a
common ethnicity remains a major focus of
identification of individual even today. Jenkins
(2008) succinctly put “we must take seriously the
fact that ethnicity means something to individuals
and that when it matters, it can really matter.
Ethnicity is a powerful tool which will continue to
sharp Nigerian politics because it circumscribes
components of  political organization and
institutional mechanisms within which citizens
articulate their political and other interest (Salih,
2001). Ethnicity is a sense of collective identity by
which a people perceive itself as sharing a historical
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past and a variety of social norms and customs
(Shareader, 2005).

However, Jenkins (2008) elaborated that ethnicity
as a collective and individual externalized in
social interactions and the categorization of others
and internalized in person self-identification.
Doorknobs (1998: 28) succinctly examine ethnicity
as potential as a liberating force, he argues that if
ethnicity can indicate a route to the discovery of
meaning, a recapturing of cultural identity and the
recreation of solidarity, there can be no dispute about
it enigmatic force and its liberating potential.
Lenshie (2012) opined that ethnicity is a socio-
political concept associated with race, culture and
traditions of people with common descent, ancestral
connection and affiliation which to construe their
behavior and enhance interaction among them.

Giddens (2006:487) corroborated that ethnicity
refers to the cultural practices and outlooks of a
given community of people that set them apart from
another  group. Ethnicity builds solidarity
recognition and direct social intercourse among
people of the ethnic group; this is constructed on
some shared value and norms developed by them
from time immemorial embedded in their culture and
traditions which govern their own society. Ethnicity
therefore enhances the positioning of ethnic identity
in the socio-political and economic circle of the state
at any level. Jenkins noted of Wallman (1979:3) in
Rex & Masson (1986:175) thus: Ethnicity is the
process by which “their” difference is used to
enhance the sense of “us” for purpose of
organization or identification because it takes two
ethnicities can only happen at the boundary of *“us”
in content or confrontation or by contrast with
“them”.

The boundary created by ethnicity of “us” and them
are at the core societal differentiation on the ground
of community of language spoken and host of other
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ascription of identities which may be assigned
different status to promote common affiliation and
nationality or in contrast, to condition the
determinants of political and economic allotted
values in a multi-ethnic society (Lenshie, 2012: 3 &
4). Gidden (2006:487) identified some salient
factors that characterized ethnicity when he noted
that: Different characteristics may serve to
distinguish ethnic group from one another but the
most usual are language, history or ancestry (real or
imagined), religion and style of dress or adornment.

Doders (2012) succinctly examine ethnicity from a
two stand point. The first is from a narrow
perspective as a community of people who believe
they have common claims to origin, descent, culture
and traditions in form of language spoken, dressing
style, history and common destiny pursuit by each
other. The second is from a broad perspective which
sees ethnicity, is that factor which is built on
ascription of solidarity among people of people tied
to race, nationality and victory won or even religion.
It is therefore deducible that ethnicity provide a
common sense of compatibility among people under
the same ethnic group, political and economic
system. Nnoli (1987) stated that the premise of
ethnicity is hang on the consciousness it creates in
the social process of maximizing surplus values
which determined largely by the decision-making
process and the allocation of real values and
resources in the society derived from positive
relations. He went further to succinctly examine
ethnicity as a social phenomenon associated with the
identity of members of the largest possible
competing communal groups (ethnic groups)
seeking to protect and advance their interest in a
political system. According to him, the relevant
(communal factor may be language, culture, race,
religion and/or common history. Ethnicity is only
one of the phenomena associated with interactions
among communal groups (ethnic groups). Ethnicity
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therefore involves a demand by one group on other
competing groups, which have the following
characteristics prejudice and discrimination, in-
group sentiments and sense of solidarity periscope
members of ethnic groups to look more favorable on
their own group members than on neighboring out-
group members.

However, ethnicity embodies tendency to-exclude
out-group members from social and economic
opportunities and welfare services. Members of
an ethnic group are ethnocentric when they are
proud of it and consequently are inward looking,
furthermore Nnoli (1987: 6) examine ethnicity as a
common consciousness of members of the
communal groups in relation to other such groups,
more than any other. Ethnicity is associated with a
collective sense of belonging, self-
realization and self-affirmation within the collective
and the feeling of seizing the individuals and groups

mission,

destiny akin to the dynamics of mob action (Nnoli,
1987:8). Why is this so, it is because of the potential
power of ethnicity to totalize and transcend other
loyalties and obligations when an people’s multiple
identities are narrowed down to a single focus social
division became deeper and more rigid. Ethnicity is
a deeply emotional basis of modernization that not
merely distinguishes one group from another but can
also dehumanize and demonize the other group.
Ethnicity has the symbolic capacity to define the
totality of the individual’s existence, including
embodying his/her hope and fears for the future.

However, an individual’s self-esteem is determined
in part, by the status worth and legitimacy of the
group to which he or she belongs. In fact, the ethnic
group is perceived as a pseudo-family Goor (1994:
25). Any action that undermines the group strikes at
the very existence of its members even though the
action may not be directed at them personally.
Actions that undermine the ethnic group include
those that diminish it status, worth and legitimacy in
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the eyes of its members (Horowitz, 1985). As Gurr
(1993) observes that ethnicity makes it possible to
draw am easy and individious distinction between
“us” and “them”. It impels ethnic groups to compare
themselves with one another, and have a constant
fear, latent or manifest, of being subjugated or
relegated to inferior status or positions. Such fears
act to mobilize the whole ethnic group, causing self-
esteem, fear and prejudice to go hand in hand, and
making militant or extreme actions against other
groups possible.

Additionally, ethnicity encourages ethnic groups to
incur and impose costs. They make sacrifices to
pursue interests which may be inimical to the
interests of other groups (Nnoli, 2008). Ethnicityhas
a mobilization aspect, which can greatly assist goal
attainment in a society, ethnicity has become
legitimate. People can openly claim some ethnic
identity without losing esteem; they can even show
that they are proud of their ethnic identity. In many
cases, they may actively seek redress of perceived
inequality and injustice in terms of such identities
without being officially sanctioned or banned. The
legitimacy of ethnicity results from the idea of
national self-determination which has enjoyed
growing acceptance and popularity ever since
nationalism emerged some two hundred years ago. It
also confers legitimacy on recent claims for ethnic
equality and pluralism in modern states (Bjorklund,
1987). Fox and his colleagues argue that ethnicity
can be explained as a new organizational and
ideological forum for political protests that occur in
welfare states as an alternative to and replacement
for class-based form of political activities. In this
regard, the salient feature of ethnicity is its ability to
bind and mobilize local population differentiated by
wealth, age, sex, education, class, residence and
sometimes even language and religion into a new
political ~ constituency seeking redress from
bureaucratic government (Fox, 1981). Ethnicity

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 239



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025

is generally not explosive in the market, even though
it is articulated there but in the political arena. By the
very extent of its responsibility, its level of taxation
and its self-appointed role as primary solver of
problem, the welfare state has not only become the
national focus of demands but also as some of these
cannot be met, the central target of grievance (Esman,
1977).

However, ethnicity exists only within a political
society consisting of diverse ethnic groups. This is
because of the political nature of its demands. It is
not associated with relations across state lines with
ethnic groups in different states. Relations between
an ethnic group in one multi-ethnic state and that in
another multi ethnic state are governed by other
phenomena than ethnicity, for example, in the case
of Somalia, the ethnic group is itself a nation-state,
and ethnicity is replaced by nationalism in relations
between it and other ethnic groups and societies.
Ethnicity does not involve the use of state power on
behalf of an ethnic group to the exclusion of other
ethnic groups in the same state, or in the
incorporation of an ethnic group into a nation state.
Nnoli posited that ethnicity does not exist in a pure
form that it is always closely associated with
political, juridical, religious and other social views
which constitute its important ingredients as well.
Ethnicity also tends to change its specific historical
content and to assume many different forms (Nnoli,
1987). Nnoli (1987) opined that where ethnicity has
made its appearance, it has tended to persevere and
grow in intensity and spread, essentially because it
performs some valuable functions for the relevant
ethnic groups.

Furthermore, ethnicity promotes the appreciation of
an individual’s social roots in the community, and
the creation of a social network which provides
material and emotional support for members of
society ethnicity operating at the intermediate level
of society; it fosters in the relevant population sense
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of belonging and also mediates between the
individual and the larger society. Nnoli (2008; 14)
posited that ethnicity holds individuals together,
gives them internal cohesion, encourages them to
provide mutual security for each other and promotes
their sense of identity and direction. In other words,
ethnicity offers a personal solution to the generic
problems of exploitation, oppression, deprivation
and alienation.

Additionally, Ethnicity promotes the desire to
eliminate all domination, oppression, exploitation
and privileges. For example, in Niger Delta, these
struggles are reflected in the demand against
marginalization of ethnic groups and against
injustice in inter-ethnic resource distribution (Nnoli,
2008). Egwu (2001) opined that ethnicity is all about
mobilization and politicization of ethnic group
identity drawing on those elements that mark out the
group such as language, culture, territory, mode of
dressing and sharing jokes. The term takes on a
greater meaning in competitive situations, and where
available resources are scarce in relation to the
interests that grow around them (Nnoli, 1989).
Abagen (2002) noted that identity is a strong feature
of ethnicity and thus usually start with stereotyping
and labeling to give various groups a friend status
based on race, nationality, religion, caste for the
ultimate goal of self-actualization, hegemony and
survival. However, extensive research into ethnicity
in the Nigerian polity by Cohen (1969), Nnoli (1989),
Otite (1990), Osagbe (1992), Elaigwu (1994) and
Egwu (2001) have summarily pointed to five main
issues that ethnicity is bound to be in a plural state,
it is characterized by exclusiveness, the common
consciousness of the feeling of one’s cultural
superiority to the others. It is a tool of competition
for individuals and groups for scarce public
resources such as contracts, employment, political
appointments, and scholarships, access to land as
well as opportunities for lucrative trade and
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commerce. It is widely used as a political tool by all
and sundry including the state to canvass for support
or sympathy. Finally, it 1is a situational
consciousness which alters its form, role,
incumbents and place as the social process demands
it. That is situation changes as the event unfolds.

in

Moreover, ethnicity is often associated with multi
ethnic political existence, but that would not mean
that once you have ethnic pluralism, the outcome is
automatically ethnicity. As Mafeje (1997) has
suggested, ethnicity is not merely an abstract noun
but an ideologically loaded concept which is not a
natural outcome of ethnic existence in any objective
sense. Mafeje’s point is that despite its etymological
derivation, ethnicity is not an abstraction from any
“ethnic group”, precisely because it has no
independent existence of its own, being always
driven either by class interests or the quest for power.
Nevertheless, ethnic pluralism provides a framework,
or to use another phrase, the necessary but not
sufficient condition for ethnicity.

Additionally, ethnicity is a product of interactions
between and among people of different ethnic group.
According to chazzan (1998: 152), it is ‘“the
subjective perceptions of common origins, historical
ties and memories”. It is not important that claims of
a common origin or any other basis for individual
and collective self-identification are real. What is
important is the imagined community that supplies a
sense of group solidarity and framework for
delineating the relevant others. Nnoli (1978) and
Otite (1990) have also added contextual
discrimination by members of one ethnic group
against others on the basis of some exclusive criteria
as a critical dimension of ethnicity. It is important to
mention that the outset three important facts related
to the discourse on ethnicity. First, as Osaghae (1994)
reminds us it is necessary to make a distinction
between ethnicity at the level of the individual
(micro) and at the level of the group (macro) but
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while the latter is the aggregated form of the former
it is the shared identity at the group level that is more
important. Nevertheless, what we confront most of
the time is the continuity between the micro and
macro levels of ethnicity, especially in the African
context where the individual acquires meaning as a
member of the larger community. Second, the
criteria used to decipher the phenomenon referred to
as ethnicity can be objective as well as subjective.
Third, ethnicity is constituted by both static and
dynamic elements. The static elements are those
purely objective factors that are essentially
innocuous and not harmful to the social process. On
their own they do not impair social interaction. What
this suggests is that ethnicity is an integral part of the
social process and that multi ethnic existence is after
all, a necessary but not a sufficient condition for
ethnicity.

Methodology

The study adopts a survey design using well-
structured questionnaires. The data were generated
through field survey in Anambra, Imo and Enugu
States. The source of data was collected directly
from the sample under study. The population of three
3 local government each from Anambra, Imo and
Enugu States constitute the study population. The
method used for selecting respondents was a
combination of simple random and purposive
sampling techniques. Simple random sampling
technique was used to select respondents for the
administration of the questionnaire. (Bernard, 1995;
Marshall, 1996). The choice of the purposive
sampling technique in this research is predicated
upon the fact that the primary data required can only
be provided by political actors that are well informed
and possess adequate knowledge of the subject
matter of this study. This necessitates a conscious
identification of the individuals with such unique
characteristics.
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The data collection method for this study employed
a quantitative approach using structured
questionnaires as the primary instrument.
Quantitative data involved numerical information
collected through various instruments that were
statistically —analyzed to identify patterns,
relationships, and trends. This approach was well-
suited for quantifying attitudes, behaviors, and
other measurable variables, allowing for the
examination of relationships between different
variables and providing statistical evidence to
support conclusions. The quantitative method was
appropriate for this study because it allowed for the
systematic collection of numerical data that could
be analyzed to uncover patterns and correlations.
Structured questionnaires were used to collect data
from participants, providing a standardized way to
gather information that could be easily quantified
and compared. Primary data was collected directly
from participants through these questionnaires,
which were designed to capture relevant
information related to the study's objectives. Data
were analyzed using SPSS version 20. Descriptive
statistics were employed to analyze the data
collected through structured questionnaires.
Descriptive statistics provided a summary and
detailed overview of the data using measures such
as frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. Frequency and percentage were used to
describe the distribution of categorical variables,
while the mean and standard deviation offered
insights into the central tendency and dispersion of
continuous variables.

Data Analysis and Result

The study examined the impact of separatist
agitation on the socio-economic development of the
South-Eastern states in Nigeria. A total of 298
questionnaires were distributed to respondents in the
study area, out of which 292 were retrieved, yielding
a response rate of 97.98%. The analysis was

Available at www.ijsred.com

conducted based on the 292 questionnaires collected,
ensuring a comprehensive examination of the data.

Table 1.2: Impact on Social Cohesion and Intergroup Relations

Variables Frequency, n = 292 Percentage (%)

Have separatist mov ts created t

and division among different ethnic groups

in the South-East?

Yes 228 78.1
No 64 21.9
Have social relations within the community

deteriorated due to the activities of

separatist groups?

Yes 215 73.6
No 77 264
Has there been a significant increase in

mistrust between different groups in the

South-East due to separatist agitation?

Yes 218 74.7
No 74 253
Has the sense of unity within your

community been weakened by separatist

movements?

Yes 223 76.4
No 69 23.6
Have social gatherings and communal

activities been affected by the rise in

separatist-related violence?

Yes 207 70.9
No 85 29.1

Table 1.2 above provides insights into the impact of
separatist movements on social cohesion and
intergroup relations in the South-East. According to
the data, a substantial majority of respondents, 78.1%
(n=228), believe that separatist movements have
created tension and division among different ethnic
groups in the region. Similarly, 73.6% (n=215)
report that social relations within their community
have deteriorated due to the activities of separatist
groups. The perception of increased mistrust
between different groups is also high, with 74.7%
(n=218) indicating that separatist agitation has
significantly heightened mistrust. Additionally, 76.4%
(n=223) of respondents feel that the sense of unity
within their community has been weakened by these
movements. The effects on social gatherings and
communal activities are notable as well, with 70.9%
(n=207) of respondents observing that separatist-
related violence has impacted these activities. In
contrast, 29.1% (n=85) did not perceive any
significant effect on social gatherings
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Table 1.3: Overall level of the Impact on Social Cohesion and Intergroup Relations

Variables Frequency, n = 292 Percentage (%)
High 215 73.6

Low 77 264

Total 292 100.0

Key: High = >50%; Low = <50%
The table outlines the overall level of impact of
separatist movements on
intergroup relations among the respondents. It
reveals that 73.6% (n=215) perceive the impact as
high, indicating that separatist movements have
significantly affected social cohesion and intergroup
relations, with these effects being felt by more than
50% of the population. On the other hand, 26.4%
(n=77) consider the impact to be low, suggesting that

social cohesion and

the effects on social cohesion and intergroup
relations are less pronounced for this group.

Discussion of Findings

The socio-demographic profile of the respondents
reveals a relatively balanced gender distribution,
with 49.7% male and 50.3% female participants.
This near-equal representation allows for a gender-
comparative analysis of the impacts of separatist
agitation. The predominant age group is 26-35 years
(32.9%), followed by 18-25 years (27.4%), and with
a mean age of 33.34 years, the sample encompasses
a broad range of life stages. This distribution is
consistent with studies suggesting that economically
active age groups are often more affected by socio-
political unrest due to their involvement in the
workforce (Adeyemi & Alabi, 2020; Fajana, 2018).
Regarding education, the majority have tertiary
education (45.5%), which aligns with findings from
other regions where higher education levels correlate
with heightened awareness and sensitivity to socio-
economic disruptions (Osei et al., 2022).

This finding might be due to the pervasive nature of
the impact, which transcends state boundaries
(Kaldor, 2012). The significant association between
type of residence and perceptions of social cohesion
(%2 =35.456, p = 0.001) reflects the increased impact
of separatist agitation on urban areas, which often

Available at www.ijsred.com

face more significant disruptions in social cohesion
(King, 2006). The significant association between
gender and perceptions of the impact on
infrastructure development (y? = 27.892, p = 0.001)
indicates that men perceive a greater impact on
infrastructure. This might be linked to men’s more
direct involvement in infrastructure-related sectors
(Sampson & Laub, 1993). The significant
relationship between age and perceptions of
infrastructure impact (¥2 = 11.486, p = 0.009) reveals
that older respondents perceive greater impacts on
infrastructure development.

This finding might reflect the cumulative impact of
infrastructure degradation over time, which older
individuals may have experienced more acutely
(Tilly, 2003). The non-significant effect of education
level on perceptions of infrastructure impact (¥? =
7.376, p = 0.061) suggests that educational
attainment might not significantly influence
perceptions of infrastructure disruption, potentially
due to a general awareness of infrastructure issues
across education levels (Woller, 2007). The lack of
significant variation based on occupation (2= 1.017,
p = 0.602) may indicate that perceptions of
infrastructure  impact are  uniform  across
occupational categories, as infrastructure issues are
widespread and affect all sectors (Wood, 2015). The
non-significant effect of state of residence on
perceptions of infrastructure impact (%? = 4.306, p =
0.366) could imply that infrastructural impacts are
perceived similarly across regions, possibly due to
the broad nature of infrastructure disruption
(Ferguson, 2010).

The association between type of
residence and perceptions of infrastructure impact
(x® = 25.814, p = 0.001) confirms that urban areas
perceive a higher impact on infrastructure, aligning
with previous research highlighting the greater
vulnerability of urban infrastructure to conflict

significant
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(Streets, 2012). The non-significant relationship
between participation in community activities and
perceptions of infrastructure impact (¥2 = 2.210, p =
0.530) suggests that community engagement does
not significantly influence perceptions of
infrastructure disruption (Coleman, 1990). The
strong association between perceptions of high
impact on social cohesion and economic activities
® = 197.764, p = 0.001) and infrastructure
development (y% = 172.311, p = 0.001) underscores
the interconnectedness of these impacts.

This finding suggests that perceptions of economic
impact are closely tied to perceived disruptions in
social cohesion and infrastructure. These results
align with research indicating that economic and
social impacts of conflict are often interrelated
(Deininger & Liu, 2013). The logistic regression
analysis reveals that gender (B = 1.639, p = 0.001),
education level (B = 1.110, p = 0.001), and type of
residence (B = -2.535, p = 0.001) are significant
predictors of the effects of separatist agitation on
economic activities. This analysis confirms the
substantial impact of these variables on the perceived
economic disruption, supporting the need for
targeted interventions based on gender, educational
attainment, and urban-rural differences.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The study on the impact of separatist agitation on the
socio-economic development of the South-Eastern
states in Nigeria has illuminated several key findings
regarding how such agitation affects economic
activities, social cohesion, and infrastructure
development. = These  findings provide a
comprehensive view of the repercussions of
separatist movements and offer insights into how
they influence the socio-economic fabric of the
region.

Economic Development: The analysis reveals that
separatist agitation significantly disrupts economic
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activities in the South-Eastern states. A pronounced
disparity exists in how different demographic groups
perceive this impact. Men, older individuals, and
those with lower educational attainment report a
higher degree of economic disruption. Urban areas
are particularly affected, reflecting the greater
economic activity and dependency in these regions.
This underscores the need for targeted economic
recovery strategies to mitigate the adverse effects on
businesses and livelihoods in urban centers. The
findings suggest that separatist activities have led to
a contraction in economic opportunities and a
general decline in economic stability, which
necessitates robust economic intervention and
support to aid in the recovery and rebuilding process.

Social Cohesion: The impact of separatist agitation
on social cohesion is substantial, with variations
observed across gender, age, and education. Men and
older individuals, along with those with lower levels
of formal education, perceive the impact on social
cohesion as more severe. This highlights the
importance of addressing the social fragmentation
and mistrust exacerbated by separatist activities.
Efforts to strengthen social cohesion should focus on
rebuilding trust and fostering reconciliation among
communities. Programs that promote intergroup
dialogue and community engagement are essential in
mitigating the social divides intensified by separatist
conflicts.

Infrastructure Development: The study finds that
separatist agitation has a significant negative effect
on infrastructure development in the South-Eastern
states. Urban residents, in particular, experience
more severe impacts on infrastructure compared to
their rural counterparts. The damage to infrastructure
not only hampers daily life but also impedes long-
term socio-economic development. Prioritizing
infrastructure rehabilitation in conflict-affected
urban areas is critical to restoring normalcy and
supporting economic growth. The findings suggest a
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need for comprehensive infrastructure development
plans that incorporate conflict resilience and
recovery strategies.

Socio-Demographic Variations: Socio-demographic
factors play a significant role in shaping perceptions
of the impact of separatist agitation. Gender, age,
education, and type of residence influence how
individuals  experience and  perceive the
consequences of separatist movements. Men, older
individuals, and those with lower education levels
are more likely to report severe impacts. These
variations highlight the necessity for tailored
interventions that address the specific needs of
different demographic groups. Policymakers should
consider these factors when designing and
implementing recovery programs to ensure they
effectively meet the diverse needs of affected
populations.

Integrated Impact: The study underscores the
interconnected nature of economic, social, and
infrastructural impacts. The strong association
between perceived impacts on economic activities,
social cohesion, and infrastructure development
indicates that addressing these issues in isolation
may be insufficient. A holistic approach that
integrates economic recovery, social reconciliation,
and infrastructure development is essential for
comprehensive conflict resolution and sustainable
development.

Based on the findings from the study, several
evidence-based recommendations emerge to address
the impacts of separatist agitation on economic
activities in the South-Eastern states of Nigeria.

» Targeted Economic Support for Men: The
data reveals that male respondents are
significantly more likely to experience high
impacts from separatist agitation on
economic activities. With a high adjusted
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odds ratio (aOR) of 5.149, it is evident that
men face a greater economic burden due to
these disruptions. To address this disparity, it
is crucial to implement targeted economic
recovery programs specifically designed for
men. These programs could include financial
aid, business grants, and job creation
initiatives tailored to support men who are
disproportionately affected. Such targeted
interventions  will help alleviate the
economic challenges faced by this group and
promote more balanced recovery efforts
across genders.

Educational Support and Skill
Development: The analysis also shows that
individuals with higher education levels are
more likely to experience significant
economic impacts from separatist agitation,
as indicated by an adjusted odds ratio of
3.036. This suggests that those with higher
education are not necessarily immune to
economic disruptions but rather are more
vulnerable to their severe effects. To support
these individuals, it is essential to develop
and expand educational and vocational
training programs. These programs should
focus on enhancing employability and
economic resilience, helping educated
individuals adapt to the changing economic
landscape and recover from the disruptions
caused by separatist activities.

Addressing Urban-Rural Disparities: A
significant finding is that residents of urban
areas are more likely to experience high
economic impacts from separatist agitation,
with an adjusted odds ratio of 0.079. This
underscores the need for focused economic
recovery efforts in urban areas, which are
more severely affected. Urban areas should
receive  prioritized  support, including
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infrastructure rehabilitation, business support,
and financial assistance. At the same time,
strategies should be developed to support
rural areas in addressing indirect effects of
the agitation. Balancing efforts between
urban and rural areas will ensure a
comprehensive approach to economic
recovery that considers the unique challenges
faced by both settings.

» Infrastructure and Livelihood Support in
Urban Areas: The high impact of separatist
agitation on urban economic activities
highlights the urgent need for investment in
infrastructure  and  livelihood  support
programs specifically targeting urban areas.
This investment should include rebuilding
critical infrastructure, supporting small
businesses, and  providing  financial
assistance to households affected by the
agitation. By focusing on these areas,
policymakers can address the immediate
needs of urban populations and stimulate
economic recovery in regions most affected
by the disruptions.

» Integrated Community Support Programs:
Given the complex interplay between various
factors affecting economic activities, it is
essential to establish integrated community
support programs. These programs should
address  the social, and
infrastructural needs of both urban and rural
areas.  Effective  integration requires
collaboration between government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and local
communities. Such programs can ensure that
recovery efforts are comprehensive,
addressing multiple dimensions of the impact
and providing holistic support to affected
populations.

economic,
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> Robust Monitoring and Evaluation:
Finally, implementing a robust monitoring
and evaluation framework is crucial to assess
the effectiveness of recovery programs and
make  necessary  adjustments.  This
framework  should include  regular
assessments of economic impacts,
demographic variations, and the success of
targeted interventions. Continuous
monitoring will help ensure that the
programs remain effective in addressing the
specific needs identified in the study and

provide valuable insights for ongoing
improvements.
References.

Achebe, C. (2012). There was a country: A personal
history of Biafra. London: Penguin Books.
Ademoyega, A. (1981). Why we struck: The story of

the first Nigerian coup. Ibadan: Evans
Brothers.

Adibe, J. (2017). Separatist agitations in Nigeria:

The way forward. Africa Focus.

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-
focus/2017/07/17/separatist-agitations-in
nigeria-the-way-forward/
Agarwal, R. C. (2008). Political theory: Principles
of political science. New Delhi: S. Chand and

Company Pvt Ltd.
Aiyede, E. R. (2006). in conflict
management. Nigeria: National Open University
Press.
Ake, C. (1996). Democracy and development in
Africa. Washington, D. C.: The Brookings
Institution.
Akpofure, E. A. (2008). Oil spillage in the Nigeria
Delta:
empirical International
Association of Impact Assessment, Opulence
Environmental Service Ltd.
Alter, P. (1987). Nationalism. London: British
Library, Cataloguing Publication Data.

Theories

Niger Psycho-morphological and

overview.

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 246



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025

Anderson, P. (2002). Nationalism. London: New
Left Books.

Aniagolu, A. N. (1993). The making of the 1989
constitution in Nigeria. lbadan: Spectrum Books

Limited.

Anise, L. (1979). Ethnicity and national integration
in West Africa: Some theoretical ~ considerations.
In R. L. Hall (Ed.), Ethnic autonomy—comparative
dynamics (pp. 49-66).New York: Pergamon Press.
Asika, N. (1991).
behavioural science. Ikeja: Longman Group.

Research methodology in

Awofeso, O. (2017). Secessionist movements and

the national question in Nigeria: A revisit to the
quest for political restructuring. Journal of

Social Science and Humanities Research, 2(7),
35-55.

Barrett, L. (2017). The origin of states creation in

Nigeria: Confronting the future at 50. Daily Trust,

September 15.

Barth, F. (1969). Introduction to ethnic groups. In F.

Barth (Ed.), Ethnic groups and boundaries (pp. 9—

38). Boston: Little Brown.

Bates, R. H. (1983). Modernization, ethnic group

and the rationality of politics in contemporary
Africa. In D. Rothchild & V. Olurunshola

(Eds.), State versus ethnic claims (pp. 1-16).
Boulder, Colorado: West View Press.

Berghe, V. D. (1970). Race and ethnicity. New York:

Basic Books.

Birmingham, D. (1992). Frontline nationalism in

Angola and Mozambique. New Jersey: African
World Press.

Borofsky, R. (Ed.). (1994). Assessing cultural

boundaries. Amsterdam: Het Spinhuis.

Bradford, E. B. (1986). Nationalism in Brazil: A

survey. New York, Washington,
London: Fredrick A. Praeger Publishers.

Brass, P. (1991). Ethnicity and nationalism. London:

Sage.

Chikendu, P. N. (2004).

nationalism. Enugu: Academic Publishing Company.

historical

Imperialism and

Available at www.ijsred.com

Chukwu, D. O. (2000). An introduction to Nigerian

political history. Enugu: His Glory Publications.

Cohen, A. (1969). Custom and politics in urban

Africa. London: Routledge and Keegan Paul.

Cohen, A. P. (1994). Boundaries of consciousness,

consciousness of boundaries. Critical questions
for anthropology. In H. Vermeulen & C.

Govers (Eds.), The anthropology of ethnicity:
Beyond ethnic group and boundaries (pp.

59-70). Amsterdam: Het Spinhuis.

Coleman, J. S. (1958). Nigeria: Background to

nationalism. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press.

Conner, W. (1994). Nation building or nation

destroying: The quest for understanding. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Cox, O. C. (1948). Caste, class and race. New York:

Modern Reader.

Daminabo, A. O. E. (2005). Ken Saro-Wiwa 1914-

1995: His life and legacy. Buguma: Hanging
Gardens Publishers.

Danforth, L. M. (1995). The Macedonian conflict:
Ethnic nationalism
Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Deutsch, K. W. (1976). Nation and world. InI. D. S.
Poll (Ed.), Contemporary political

Towards empirical theory (pp. 225-248).
New York: Macmillan.
Duruji, M. M. (2010). Democracy and the challenges

in a transnational world.

science:

of  ethno-nationalism in  Nigeria’s  fourth
republic: Interrogating institutional
mechanics. Journal of Peace, Conflict and

Development, 15, 92-106.
Duruji, M. M. (2012). Resurgent ethno-nationalism
and the renewed demand for Biafra in South East
Nigeria. National Identities, 14(4), 329-350.
Egwu, S. (2007). Power sharing, political stability
and ethnicity in Africa. In C. O. Bassey & O.
O. Oshita (Eds.), Conflict resolution, identity
crisis and development in Africa (pp. 125  139).
Lagos: Malthouse Press Ltd.

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 247



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025

Egwu, S. G. (1999). The agrarian question, politics
and ethnic conflicts in Port
Harcourt: Centre for Advanced Social

rural Nigeria.

Science.

Eller, S. D. (1999). From culture to ethnicity to

conflict: An
international ethnic conflict. Ann Arbor:

University of Michigan Press.

Emerson, R. (1960). From empire to nation: The rise

anthropological perspective on

to self-assertion of Asian and Africanpeoples.

Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Enloe, C. (1980). Ethnic soldiers: States security in

divided society. Athens: University of Georgia
Press.

Epstein, A. L. (1978). Ethos and identity. London:

Longman.

Ericksen, T. H. (1993). Ethnicity and nationalism:

Anthropological perspectives. London: PlutoPress.

Esman, M. J. (1994). Ethnic politics. New York:

Cornell University Press.

Evans, G., & Newnham, J. (1998). Dictionary of

international relations. London: Penguin.

Ezemenaka, K. E., & Prouza, J. (2016). Biafra

resurgence: State failure, insecurity and separatist
agitations in Nigeria. Central European

Journal of International and Security Studies,
10(3), 88-109.

Fadile, B. (2013). Insurgency in Nigeria: The ODUA

People's Congress example. In O. Obafemi & H.

Galadima (Eds.), Complex insurgencies in Nigeria:

Proceedings of the NIPSS 2012

Persons & Experts Group Meeting (pp. 88—106).

Kuru: NIPSS.

Forsyth, F. (1977). The Biafran story: The making of

an African legend. New York: Penguin Books.

Friedman, J. (1994). Cultural identity and global

process. London: Sage.

Geertz, C. (1963). Old societies and new states. New

York: The Free Press.

Gellner, E. (1993). Nation and nationalism. New

York: Cornell University Press.

Eminent

Available at www.ijsred.com

Hechter, M. (2000).

Berkeley: University of California Press.

Hayas, C. J. H. (1960). Nationalism: A religion. New

York: The Macmillan Company.

Higher, 1. (2002). Beyond hate: Understanding the

Tiv struggle for citizenship rights and social justice

in Nigeria. Ibadan: Caltop.

Ibaba, S. I. (2008). Understanding the Niger Delta

crisis. Port Harcourt: Amethyst and Colleague
Publishers.

Ibeanu, O., Orji, N., & Iwuamadi, C. K. (2016).

Biafra separatism: Causes,
remedies. Enugu: Institute for Innovations in

Development.

Ignatieff, M. (1993). Blood and belonging: Journey

Straus

Containing nationalism.

consequences and

into new nationalism. New York: Farrar,
and Giroux.
Igwe, O. (2016). Governance and nation-building in
Nigeria: Resetting the Igbo agenda in the light
of historical experience. Paper presented at
Nigerian Political Science Association (NPSA)
South East Annual Conference at Imo State
University, Owerri, October 17.
Ikime, O. (2006). History, the historian and the
nation: The voice of a Nigerian historian. Ibadan:
Heinemann Plc.
Imobighe, T. (2004). Conflict in Niger Delta: Unique
case, or model for future conflict in other  oil-
producing countries? In R. Traub-Mertz & D. Yates
(Eds.), The Niger Delta: Resource  conflict  and
security (pp. 112-125). Uppsala: Nordic African
Institute.
Inokoba, P. E. (2010). The Nigeria state and its crisis
of citizenship: An analytical assessment. Port
Harcourt: Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Port Harcourt.
Ismail, H. (2007). The politics of ethnicity and ethnic
conflict. In I. A. Aliyu (Ed.), Ethnic dynamics
and the search for peace in Nigeria (pp. 79—
Abuja: Peace and Conflict Studies
Programme, University of Abuja.

98).

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 248



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025

Jones, R. L. (2006). Ethnic and regional conflicts in

Nigeria. Washington, D.C.: African World Press.

J. K. (2000). On the front line of nationalist politics.

London: Routledge.

Kalu, A. 1. (2010). The struggle for Biafra: Political

history and social dynamics. Lagos: Concept
Publications.

Kane, J. (1997). Ethnicity, nationalism and the state:

Political transformation in Africa. Nairobi: East

African Educational Publishers.

Kardorff, H. (2003). The emergence of ethnic

politics. London: Routledge.

Kew, D. (1992). Nationalism and separatism in the

twentieth century. London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Kluge, F. (2007). The crisis of the Nigerian nation-

state. New York: Columbia University Press.

Kon, J. (2000). Culture, identity, and politics in

Nigeria. Lagos: Hachette Livre.

Kperogi, F. (2012). Nationalism and democracy:

The Nigerian experience. Ibadan: University Press

Plc.

Kuratko, D. F., & Hodgetts, R. M. (2004).

Entrepreneurship: Theory, process, and practice.

New York: Harcourt College Publishers.

Linz, J. J., & Stepan, A. (1996). Problems of

democratic transition and consolidation: Southern
Europe, South America, and post-communist

Europe. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press.

Mabogunje, A. L. (2002). Regionalism and political

in Nigeria. Ibadan: University Press.

Mahajan, R. (2001). The dynamics of ethnic

politics in Nigeria. London: Routledge.

Mamdani, M. (1996). subject:

Contemporary Africa and the legacy of late

colonialism. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

change

Citizen and

Miller, A. H. (2005). Theorizing the state and its role.

New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
Miller, R. H. (2004). The impact of nationalism on
state formation. New York: University Press.

Available at www.ijsred.com

Mohammad, A. (2009). Ethnic tensions and their

impact on development in Nigeria. Enugu: Fourth

Dimension Publishing Company.

Murray, C. (2010). Ethnic nationalism and the state.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Naim, M. (2001). The end of the nation-state.

London: Zed Books.

Nnoli, O. (1995). Ethnic politics in Nigeria. Enugu:

Fourth Dimension Publishers.

Nwankwo, R. (2002). Nigerian state and the politics

of nationalism. Lagos: Brierly Publishers.

Obi, C. (2010). Resource conflicts and the Niger

Delta: Perspectives on the land-grab. Lagos:

Centre for Social Science Research.

Ogege, S. (2014). Oil, politics and the Niger Delta
Port Harcourt: University of Port

Harcourt Press.

Ogunbadejo, T. (2003). Political leadership and

nationalism in Africa. New York: Praeger

Publishers.

Ogunleye, A. (2007). Anatomy of secessionist

Crisis.

movements in Nigeria: Case studies from Biafra
and Qodua Peoples Congress. Ibadan:

Spectrum Books Limited.

Olaniyan, R. (2012). Nationalism and the struggle

for independence in Nigeria. Ibadan: University
Press Plc.

Olufemi, J. (1995). Political economy of Nigeria:

Nationalism and secession. Lagos: Lexis Nexis.

Oluwaseun, O. A. (2013). The Biafra conflict and

Nigeria’s  post-colonial  history. Enugu: El
Shaddai Publishers.

Onu, J. (2005). Exploring ethnic tensions and

political instability in Nigeria. Ibadan: University
Press Plc.

Onwuamaeze, C. (2007). Ethnic nationalism and its

challenges to the Nigerian state. Lagos: Evans
Brothers Ltd.

Orubebe, N. (2013). Political conflict and national

Nigeria.  Abuja:  Nigerian

Political Science Association.

integration  in

ISSN : 2581-7175

©IJSRED: All Rights are Reserved

Page 249



International Journal of Scientific Research and Engineering Development-— Volume 8 Issue 4, July - Aug 2025
Available at www.ijsred.com

Oshita, O. (2002). Federalism and the challenge of

ethnic conflict in Nigeria. Ibadan: UniversityPress

Plc.

Otite, O. (1990). Ethnic pluralism and ethnicity in

Nigeria. Ibadan: Shaneson Ltd.

Patterson, O. (1982). Slavery and social death: A

comparative study. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press.

Robinson, D. (2003). The rise of nationalism in post-

colonial Nigeria. London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Said, E. (1978). Orientalism. New York: Pantheon

Books.

Smith, A. D. (1986). The ethnic origins of nations.

Oxford: Blackwell.

Smith, H. (2006). The history of the Biafran conflict.

New York: St. Martin’s Press.

Tajfel, H. (1982). Social identity and intergroup

relations. Cambridge: Cambridge UniversityPress.

The Guardian. (2006). The end of Nigeria: A

chronicle. Lagos: The Guardian Publications.

Vaughan, O. (2012). The Nigerian state and the

challenge of political nationalism. New York:
University Press.

Weber, M. (1946). From Max Weber: Essays in

sociology. New York: Oxford University Press.

Wright, M. (2001). Biafra and the politics of

Nigerian nationalism. Lagos: Spectrum Books.

ISSN : 2581-7175 ©I1JSRED: All Rights are Reserved Page 250



