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Abstract:

Gender inequality refers to the unequal and biased treatment of individuals on the basis of their
gender. This inequality happens because of socially constructed gender roles. It happens when an
individual of a specific gender is given different or disadvantageous discrimination can be due to cultural
differences, geographical differences, the colour of the individual, social status and even gender. The most
prevalent discrimination is gender inequality. Gender inequality in higher education is a persistent problem
in Indian society especially for girls from rural areas, scheduled tribe, scheduled caste and lower socio-
economic backgrounds. Higher education is the reflection of critical social, economic, cultural and moral
issues and it is regarded as the significant indicator of social transformation as well as national
development. Hence, the progress and prosperity depends upon the higher education of both men and
women. During the past several decades India has achieved success in moving towards universal school
enrolment and in enhancing policies to address educational inequalities such as those based on gender.
However educational gap still exists. The Mising community is the second largest tribal community of
Assam. Gender inequality is prevalent among rural, poor and illiterate Mising families. If a family has to
choose between educating a son or a daughter because of financial restrictions, typically the son will be
chosen. Negative parental attitude towards educating daughters can also be a barrier to girl’s education.
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society especially for girls from rural areas,
scheduled tribe, scheduled caste and lower socio-
economic background. Higher education is the
reflection of critical social, economic, cultural and

I. INTRODUCTION

Gender refers to the socially constructed roles,
behaviours, expressions and identities of girls,

women, boys, men and gender diverse people. It
influences how people perceive themselves and
each other, how they interact and act, and the
distribution of resources and powers in society.
Gender determines what is expected, allowed and
valued a women or a men in a given context. In
most societies there are differences and inequalities
between women and men in decision making
opportunities, responsibilities assigned, activities
undertaken, and access to and control over
resources. Gender inequality refers to the unequal
and biased treatment of individuals on the basis of
their gender. This inequality happens because of
socially constructed gender roles. Gender inequality
in higher education is a persistent problem in Indian

moral issues and it is regarded as the significant
indicator of social transformation as well as
national development. The higher education is of
utmost importance from the view of the progress of
a society. The progress and prosperity depends
upon the higher education of both men and women.
During the past several decades India has achieved
success in moving towards universal school
enrolment and in enhancing policies to address
educational inequalities such as those based on
gender. However educational gap still exists. The
Mising community is the second largest tribal
community of Assam. As Misings are the important
ethnic group of larger Assamese society, they are
recognized as one of the scheduled tribes. Gender
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inequality is prevalent among rural, poor and
illiterate  families. Negative parental attitude
towards educating daughters can also be a barrier to
girl’s education.

Objectives:
To study the gender inequality in higher
education in the Mising society of Assam.

Methodology:

The study is based on analytical method.
Secondary sources of data are collected from
various books, journals, magazines, related website,
etc.

Mising Community and Gender Inequality in
Higher Education:

The Misings are the second largest plain
tribe community of Assam and they are enlisted in
the constitutional order of schedule tribe, 1950 as
Miri. But they themselves prefer to be recognised as
Mising and now they are widely known as Mising
for all purposes. They belong to the Mongolian race.
Earlier they were inhabitants of Siyang and
Subansiri districts of Arunachal Prodesh. As the
passage of time due to certain socio-economic
reasons they came down to the plains in search of
suitable dwelling place, to settle down in Sadiya in
the east and Jiya Bharuli in the west of Assam. At
present the Misings are settled down mainly on the
banks of the river Brahmaputra and also its
tributaries like Siyang, Simen, Sisi, Subansiri,
Ranganadi, Jiadhal, Jiyabharuli, Disang, Dhansiri,
etc. in the districts of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sivsagar,
Jorhat and Golaghat in the south bank and Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur,Majuli, Sonitpur and Darang district in
the north bank of river Brahmaputra. Agriculture is
the main occupation of livelihood of the Mising
people. Their method of cultivation is primitive as
such their yield is very low. They produce rice for
consumption whereas mustard, black pulse, potato,
etc. are produced for commercial purpose. They
have also the habit of rearing pigs, buffaloes, goats,
cows, fowls, etc. These are also needed for
cultivation as well as for cash. Natural calamities
mainly flood destroy their crops and erode their
lands as they inhabiting of river bank. Hence, the
economic condition of the Mising is very poor.

The Mising have greatly contributed to the
overall growth of the Assamese culture and
language. The Mising educationist like Indira Miri,

Available at www.ijsred.com

Taburam Taid, Dr. Durgeswar Doley have
tremendous contribution in the growth and
development of Assamese language. Again, Ganesh
Pegu and Bikramsing Yein, the two doyen of
Mising have notably contributed to the dual growth
and existence of Assamese and Mising culture.
Other Mising personalities that contributed to the
growth of Assamese literature are Tarun Chandra
Pamegam, Dr. Numal Chandra Pegu, Brigumoni
Kagyung, Nahendra Padun, Jatin Mipun, Jiban
Narah, Ganga Mohan Mili, Jugen Taid, etc.

Education plays a vital role in the growth
and development of a society and the social,
political and the economic status of a society is
determined by education. The social awareness of
the people not only strengthens democracy but also
increase the sense of responsibility of the members
of the society. With the passage of time, the Mising
communities of Assam have made progress in the
field of education. In last few years, many Mising
students have been enrolled in various courses of
higher education and have achieved success. At
present, some of the Mising personalities have
achieved important position in various fields.
Notwithstanding, the few achievement, the
educational achievement of the Mising society
cannot be called satisfactory. The quantitative and
qualitative education among the Mising community
is far below the other developed communities of
Assam.

Gender inequality is prevalent among poor
and illiterate Mising families. The illiterate
guardian of the Mising society, fail to grasp the
modern scenario and as such fail to guide them
accordingly. If a family has to choose between
educating a son or a daughter because of financial
restrictions, typically the son will be chosen.
Negative parental attitude towards educating
daughters can also be a barrier to girl education.
Many parents view educating son as an investment
because the son will be responsible for caring for
aging parents. The education of women is of utmost
importance from the view of the progress of a
society. The Mising women have made certain
progress in the field of education but it is very
negligible. Even today the Mising women are
socially and educationally neglected. In these days
of technological advancement, marked changes
have occurred in people’s way of thinking, way of
life and work mentality. The Mising women have
failed to move along with other women of the
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developed communities. There are some other
reasons behind gender inequality in higher
education in the Mising families as well as Mising
societies.

The Mising families are mostly agricultural
dependent. Hence economic conditions of the
Misings are very poor. The recurring flood yearly
destroys their agricultural products that have broken
their economic backbone. Erosion caused by the
ravaging Brahmaputra and Subansiri have also
destroys their farmlands as well as their home. As a
result many families remain homeless and landless
and many people of poor families have been forced
to work outside as daily wage labourers. The
women from Mising families also been forced to
contribute the family income by weaving in their
traditional looms. Due to their poor economic
conditions, the parents are unwillingly restricted the
higher education of women.

The remote areas and illiterate parents of
Mising society is beset with many social evils and
superstitions and most of them think that the
education of the women is extravagant. Illiterate
parents consider women as the property of only
husbands or family. Hence, providing higher
education to the women will make them free and
characterless. This attitude among the illiterate
families proved detrimental to the growth of
women’s education in the Mising society. Though
the child marriage prevailing in Mising society, yet
the families think it prudent to marry off their
daughters early. These attitudes have also proven
detrimental to the growth and continuity of women
higher education among the Mising society.
Majority of the Mising people do not understand
the social and cultural importance of education.
They consider it as wastage of money to give
education to the women. Many families consider it
useless to educate women because after their
marriage they have to look after domestic works.
As a result of this wrong attitude is proving
detrimental for the development of Mising women.
The fact that educated women would prove better
wives and mothers have not to be in calculated in
their attitude.

Unemployment is a burning problem of our
country. Most of the Mising illiterate parents
consider higher education as wastage of money,
energy and time due to the unemployment problem.
The higher educated unemployed discouraged the
general people for getting higher education. The
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poor and illiterate Mising families think that their
daughters will also become unemployed after
receiving higher education and therefore, they don’t
want to spend money for their expensive higher
education. The poor students, in spite of their
suitability for higher education are deprived of
higher education because of its too expensive and
unsecured future. Lack of awareness of legal rights
is also a problem of women education. Article 45 of
the Indian constitution states compulsory education
of children until the age of 14 years. Article 29 (1)
have mentioned for providing admission of all in
the government aided educational institutions.
Article 15 of the constitution 1is against
discrimination with regards educational
opportunities in matters of religion, race, caste,
language, sex, place, etc. Many Mising women are
ignorant about the rights provided to them by the
Indian constitution in terms of education. Due to
their ignorance the male society has always
subdued the women in terms of their rights. The
education of women is of equal importance to that
of man in order to march on the path of progress.
The advanced societies have achieved so much
progress because of equal importance given to the
women. The Mising women of Assam have made
certain progress in the field of education but it is
not satisfactory. Even today the Mising women are
socially and educationally neglected. In these days
of technological advancement, marked changes
have occurred in people way of thinking, way of
life and work mentality. But most of the Mising
women remain untouched by these changes. The
Mising women have failed to move along with
other women of developed communities.

Conclusion:

Gender inequality is prevalent among poor
and illiterate Mising families. In spite of the poor
and illiterate parents, the economically sound and
literate parents are conscious about the education of
their daughters. So, it is necessary to make
conscious about the cultural, economical, social,
political importance of education to the poor and
illiterate parents. Of course, it is true that
satisfactory progress has not been made in the area
of Mising women education at the higher stage. In
order to prevent gender inequality and to attain
develop status of Mising community and specially
for women there is need of collaborated efforts
from government, voluntary organizations, social
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leaders, various Mising organizations and specially
from Mising autonomous council. With certain
discipline, devotion, commitment and awareness,
our dream of highly educated Mising society might
be fulfilled in near future.
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